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By Capt. Lou Albano 


CUM! SLIME! THAT anti-Ameri- 

can traitor! Every time [ see Sgt. 
Slaughter on my television screen, | 
get so mad | can't even see slraight, 
daddy! Not long ago, Slaughter was 
a true hero to everyone in Lhe Unit- 
ed States, someone who would go 
any lengths to defend the red, 
white, and blue. | was proud to call 
him my friend. 

Those days are long gone. The 
Sarge has turned against us all, and 
i's a real shame, folks! Today, he's 
managed by that awfu! fraqi, Gen. 
Adnan, and they’re both out to de- 
stroy everything American wres- 
Uing fans love. [ hope The Ultimate 
Warrior or Hulk Hogan puts an end 
lo their reign of terror very soon. 

In the meantime, there are a lot 
of questions that have to be an- 
swered about this 310-pound mani- 
ac. Why did he change? What did 
he accomplish during his years as a 
fan favorite? Who have his greatest 
opponents been? 

This special issue of Captain Lou 
Albano’s Wresuing Classics has all 
the answers as we take an in-depth 
look at the career of this controver- 
sial figure. By the lime you're 
through with this isstie, you'll dis- 
cover why Slaughter has been both 
hated and loved—and learn why 
this man remains so dangerous. 

In addition to our special cover- 
age of Slaughter, you'll find all of 
our regular features as well. We 
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kick things off with Timepiece, in 
which former WWI World champi- 
on Bob Backlund describes the vio- 
Jent baltles he had with Slaughter 
in the early-’80s. Next up is our 
fanlaslic Fun Page, which, as al- 
ways, features trivia teasers, a hu- 
morous “Turnbuckle Chuckle” by 
carluonist Ross Bunch. and a word- 
search puzzle. Gel out your pencils 
and enjoy! 

Next up is our Classic Ratings, 
this time from the May 1986, issue 
of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, fol- 
lowed by the current Ratings and 
Ratings Analysis. [ind out who's 
hot and who's not! After that, check 
oul Terry Funk in Then & Now, 
which features the USWA champi- 
on as you may have have seen him 
before—a blond-tressed fan favorite! 
Even | couldn't believe how hand- 
some—and  friendly—this = Texas 
wildman once looked! 
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The first of our classic stories is 
as timely now as it was on the day 
it was first published almost 20 
years ago. Are mixed tag team 
matches a vital parl of the sporl or 
do they exploit the competilors that 
take part in them? Men And 
Women Mixed Matches: Should 
They Be Banned? (The Wrestler, 
August 1971) looks at the pros and 
cons of this controversial issue. 
Next, find out how popular Austin 
Idol outsrnarted—and outfought— 
big, bad Stan Hansen, just as Lex 
Luger did at Starrcade ‘90. The 
Savagery Of A Bullrope Match: 
Austin Idol Beats Stan Hansen 
At His Own Brutal Game! is a 
true classic from the pages of the 
February 1984 issue of Sports Re- 
view Wrestling. 

Six-lime former NWA World 
champion Lou Thesz shocked the 
world when, al age 74. he wrestled 
against Masa Chono on December 
26 in Japan. What's even more 
amazing is thal the incredible 
Thesz—who won his first NWA belt 
in 1937—remained a contender in 
the NWA through the early-'70s! 
Can Lou Thesz Win The Title A 
Seventh Time? (Inside Wrestling, 
November 1973) poses a question 
that some old-time fans are still ask- 
ing today. After that, relive one of 
the greatest power confrontations 
ever as Hulk Hogan locked horns 
with Polish strongman Mighty Igor 
in Mighty Igor-Hulk Hogan 

(Continued on page &5) 


WHEN CAPT, LOU ALBANO TALKS, 


PEOPLE LISTEN! 


“I've been around the sport of professional wrestling for 40 years, and \'ve read 
every story in the world's best wrestling magazines—PRO WRESTLING ILLUS. 
TRATED, THE WRESTLER, INSIDE WRESTLING, SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, AND WRESTLING 90. 













“As ‘Captain’ of the WRESTLING CLASSICS magazine, it is my privilege to 
gather the very best stories every printed in those great magazines and fit them 
into one very $pecia! publication. WRESTLING CLASSICS is a must-read for 
fans who want to know a little bit more about this sport than just who won yes- 
terday’s match!" 


ALIMITED NUMBER OF CAPT. LOU ALBANO PRESENTS... 


WRESTLING CLASSICS—EACH WITH FOUR PAGES OF 
DAZZLING COLOR—ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR JUST $3 EACH! 
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| epOnie . ONLY $3 EACH 
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CTY STATE LO ZIP and adress cleanly 


For all ordors except U.S., you musi add $1.50 for each Issue lo be delivered by bout mall, and $3 for aach issue to be 
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TIMEPIECE 


Wrestling Classics provides a forum for veteran wrestlers to provide their 
views on the state of the sport today, and how it bas changed over the 
years. We call it ‘“Timepiece,’’ but you’ll call it some of the most 
rewarding and informative reading anywhere in the sport 





Former WWF World champion Bob Backlund recalls how intense his feud with Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter was back In tha earty-1980s. 


By Bob Backlund 


HEN | heard that Sot. 
Slaughter was returning to 
the WWF, | thought, Good for 
him. We’d had our disagreements 
in the past, but | was proud of the 
way he had turned his career 
around and embraced the fans. If 
more people saw him in action 
now, that was all for the better. 
But he had changed—reaily 
changed. First he said he didn’t 
trust Nikolai Volkoff, who had fi- 
nally seen the light about the U.S. 
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Still, | gave Sarge the benefit of 
the doubt. After all, he'd been de- 
fending America for so long that | 
figured he’d need some time to 
adjust to the changes going on in 
the Soviet Union. 

Then he brought in the Iraqi 
Gen. Adnan as his manager, and 
finally / saw the light. The way 
Slaughter is bad-mouthing—sian- 
dering, even—our fighting men 
and women in the Persian Gulf is 
absolutely disgraceful. At a time 
when we really need American 
patriots, Slaughter returns to his 


old despicable ways. 

This shouldn’t have surprised 
me. When | feuded with Slaughter 
back in 1980 and ’81, he did a Jot 
of tough talking abouf how he 
was going to take my WWE 
World title. But when it came time 
to get the job done in the ring, he 
didn't come through. 

He was never a great wrestler, 
as a matter of fact, but he was a 
good brawler. I'll admit that, be- 
cause | was strictly a scientific 
wrestler, he did give me prob 
lems. When } locked up with him, 
| knew it was going to be a battle 
| wouldn't soon forget, and that I'd 
have the bruises to prove it. 

| can remember one match in 
particular, | was so banged up 
that | thought I'd never heal. 
Slaughter had a sadistic streak in 
him that was unbelievable. From 
all I've seen, he stiff does. This is 
part of what makes him so effec- 
tive. Though he’s never been a 
word champion, he’s won several 
titles in the spor. For that, he has 
to be grudgingly respected. 

Still, there was no way | would 
let him get the title from me, ab- 
solutely no way. He represented 
everything that was wrong with 
this great sport. If he were the 
champion of the world, his per- 
verted view of American ideals 
might gain more credence. That 
would have been tragic. 

| was sorry to see that Hacksaw 


Duggan didn't fare too well 
against Slaughter. Hacksaw’s a 
(Continued on page 56) 
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THE BEST GETS EVEN BETTER! 
Since 1979, the undeniable leader in wrestling journalism has been Pro Wrestling Hlus- 
trated. And now, with more color and a terrific new lineup of features, the time to sub- 
scribe is now. Remember, nobody covers al/the action better than PWI. 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR! 


PW!'s award-winning staff is aiways where the action is, providing the most complete 
coverage ol the sport available anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramalic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full-color pinup—PW/ brings 
wrestling from {he arena right to your home. 


EXCLUSIVE FEATURES 

Each power-packed issue of PWiincludes exclusive features you can’t get anywhere 
else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” . . . The lively and controversial ‘Off The Top 
Rops’’. . . An incisive "Press Conference” with one of the sport's top stars .. . Exten- 
sive “Ratings” and “Ratings Analysis." 

FULL-COLOR! 

Pius, in addition to the famous PWIFULL-COLOR foldout of one of wrestling’s greatest 
superstars, he naw and improved PW/is now jam-packed with color on 16 pages of 
Slick paper! 


SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY! 

Ayear's subscription to PWH-12 big issues—is still only $19.95. And thal includes the 
spectacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $2.95 on the newsstand (if you can find 
nt). You save more (han $10 off the newsstand price (ihat's equivalen| to getling four is- 
sués free!), and you'll have every issue delivered directly to your door. 

Don't delay—subscribe today! 
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Send to:T.V. Sports CINew MRenewal 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please Indicate method of payment: 
[> Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 
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Eepicten P — 12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $19.95 


Yes, I'm ready for all the action and excitement of wrestling’s greatest magazine. A SAVINGS OF OVER S10 
Please enter my subscription for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated for $19.95.(US FUNDS ONLY) 
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WRESTLING snr 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND HAVE SOME LAUGHS 


in igh! of recent events, it's hard to recall that Sgt. Slaughter once enjoyed the complete sup- 
port of the Jans in most of his mat wars over the years. At no time was that more evident than in 


1984, when he engaged in a classic feud with the Iranian lron Sheik. Wherever he’s wrestled, 


f ; the Sarge has encountered violent opposition. pro- and anti-American. This puzzle contains 
some of the names of the many men viho have feuded with Slaughter (our expert completed it 
B 1 TT r“ ge S in seven minules, 58 seconds). 
N V 


Q N HIDDEN NAMES 
IRON SHEIK @ VOLKOFF @® DUGGAN 

Q WARRIOR ® BACKLUND @ FLAIR 
ZBYSZKO @ DEBEERS @ 

S STEAMBOAT @ ANDRE 

J 

P 

J 

E 


MCDANIEL @ PATTERSON 


COMPLETION TIME 

Under 7 minutes: world champion 
7-10 minutes: top contender 
10-12 minutes: up-and-comer 
Over 12 minutes: prelim bum 
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TRIVIA 
TEASERS 


Test your unestfing kumuledge! 


1. What brother tag team was Known 
Q as The Bruise Brothers? 

2. True or false—J.J. Dillon is a for- 
mer Florida champion. 

3. Who was the last duo to hold the 
Mid-Altantic tag team title (1984)? 

4, How many different teams has 
Capt. Lou Albano managed to the 
WWE World tag team title? 

5. What was the WWE's first pay-per- 
view event (1985)? 

6, On what action TV program did 
Lex Luger appear (1990)? 

7. More than 30,000 fans turned out 
for a night of wrestling at Chicago’s 
OH,HO! THATS THE SSP Comiskey Park in 1970. Whal was the 
TELEVISION SET YOUVE main event? 

BODY SLAMMED? THIS 8. What old-lime wrestler was fam- 
ous for popularizing the “Irish whip’? 

9. Only two men have held the WWF 
World title twice. Who are they? 

10. What were the first names of the 
Bastien brothers? 
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WILLIAM, TM GOING To 
QUIT WATCHING WIREST- 
LING ON TN, WITH YOU. 









(Answers on page 63) 
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COLLECTORS EXTRAVAGANZA! 


No wrestling magazine anywhere is more respected than 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. And no editions of PWI are more coveted by collectors than the very 
special issues you see here! 


THE BIG ONES 


Each of these spectacular year-end is- 
sues is 100 pages in length—packed with 
full-colarl—with full details of the 
“Achievernent Awards” for the year just 
ended. Plus, you get special features like 
the “PWINDEX,” the “Year In Review,” 
“Unolliciat Official Awards,” “Predic- 
lions,” and more. AVAILABLE: March 
1988 (1987 in review), March 1989 (1988 
in review), March 1990 (1989 in review), 
March 1991 (1990 in review). 


March 1999 
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ake check or money order payable and mail to: 
T.V. SPORTS 

| BOX 438 

| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


I Please send me the special Pro Wrestling Hlustrated back issues | have checked. 
| | enclose $5 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


ANNIVERSARY 
SPECTACULARS 


Two remarkable anniversary celebrations 
were marked with magnificent once-in-a- 
lifetime 100-page issues of PWi. Decem- 
ber 1987: Our 100th issue! Nineteen 
pages of {ull color! Features include: The 
10 Most Inftuential Wrestlers of the PW? 
Years, The 10 Greatest Events of the 
PW! Years, “Unofficial Official Awards” of 
the PWi Years, Behind The Scenes al 
PWI, and much more! September 1989: 
Sensational 10ih anniversary issue! Eigh- 
een pages of full color! Features include: 
Special Analysis: 12 Who Made A Differ- 
ence, 10in Anniversary Book of Lists, 
PW Superstats, a look back to our first 
issue, and much more! 


ZIP 


Al olhes countries $7 per issue ordered (int'l money order only). Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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SUPERCARDS 

The PW! 'SuperCards” editions sei new 
standards for wrestling journalism. Bonus 
pages, special 12-page color sections, the 
popular “Book of Lists,” and in-depth 
analyses highlight these magnificent vol- 
umes. AVAILABLE: September 1986: 
WrestleMania II, Crockett Cup }, Parade 
Ot Champions Ill, WrestleRock "86. Sep- 
tember 1987: WrestleMania tli, Crockett 
Cup Il, UWF Superblast, Parade O! 
Champions lV, September 1988: Wres- 
tleMania IV, Crockett Cup Ill, AWA Rage 
in tne Cage, Clash of the Champions. 
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Total amount enclosed 





In case of sellout. please indicate 
substitute issue: 


For period ended January 9, 1986 


PWI's 





RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
NWA World champion 








TAG TEAMS 


THE ROAD WARRIORS 
contenders to AWA World tag team title 
aie ined weight: 567 pounds 


TOP 10 ~—28e=..— 


busty RHODES : 
Austin, TX 
Natonal hea « champion 
4 MAGNUM T.A. 
' 45, Chesapeake, VA 
U.S. ‘heavyweight champion 
STAN HANSEN 


4 ~ GeANoy SAVAGE _ 


Nor Pcontender 19 WWF World tte 
J RERRY VON ERICH 
260 1X 


No. 7 contender to NWA World titla 


QNIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, 


i , tussle 
No. 5 contender to NWA World title 


Oss. SLAUGHTER 
310 310, Parris be, st 


— QRICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
A World tag team champions 
Combined hen. be 453 pounds 


IVAN & NIKITA KOLOFF 
1 contenders to MHA \ ing team Ute 
Combined - 524 pounds 


4 GREG VALENTINE & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
World team champlonsa 
Combined weight: 511 pounds 


EQOLe & ARN ANDERSON 
Honal tag team champions 


ined weight: 525 pounds 


GOYNAMITE KID & DAVEY BOY SMITH 
contenders to WWF tag ham tte 


ve 
Combined weight: 451 pounds 


Taree WILLIAMS & TED DiBIASE 
Mid-South tag team champions 
Combined weight: 542 pounds 


ll GARVIN & STEVE REGAL 
AWA Work tag team champions 
bined weight: 473 pounds 


World Close tag team tte 





Lone , Quebec 


____Ne. 2.contender to AWA World title _ COAWA World title 


KERRY & KEVIN VON ERICH 
contenders to 
Contin 


t: 499 pounds 
NIS CONDREY & BOBBY EATON 
. 3 contenders to NWA tag team title 
Combined weight: 454 pounds 





World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, 41) 
1~—MAGNUM T.A. 
24§, Chesapeake, VA 
2—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
3—HARLEY RACE 
253, Kansas City, MO 
4—RONNIE GARVIN 
231, Montreal, Quebec 
5—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 
6~—WAHOO McDARIEL 
260, Micland, TX 
7—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton. TX 
8—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City. MO 
9—LEX LUGAR 
280, Chicago, iL 
10—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland, OR 
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AWA 


World Champton: 
STAN HANSEN 
322, Borger, TX 
1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parns island. SC 
2—RICK MARTEL 


236, Quabec City, Quebec 


3—LARRY ZBYSZKO 

248, Pittsburgh, PA 
4—NICK BOCKWINKEL 

245, Baverly Hills, CA 
5—BORIS ZUKHOV 

254, Leningrad, Russia 
6—SCOTT HALL 

290, Minneapolis. MN 
7—THE BARBARIAN 

316, parts unknown 
8—JIM GARVIN 

235, Tampa, FL 
9—CURT HENNIG 

235, Minneapolis, MN 

10—GREG GAGNE 
220, Robbinsdale, MN 


WWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
World Champion: 1—MAGNUM T.A. 
HULK HOGAN 245, Chesapeake, VA 
302, Venice Beach, CA 2--DUSTY RHODES 
1—TITO SANTANA 302, Austin, TX 
245, Mission, TX 3—KRUSHER KHRUSHCHEV 


2—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, Hi 
4—PAUL ORNDORFF 

253, Brandon, FL 
5—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 

274, Sunsat Beach, HA 


6—TERRY FUNK 
247, Amarillo, TX 


303, Thief River. Falls, MN 
4—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
5—-NIKITA KOLOFF 

275, Moscow, Russia 
6—SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 

£69, Paradise Valtey, AZ 
7—RONNIE GARVIN 

231, Montreal, Quebec 
§--KONGA THE BARBARIAN 


7—KING KONG BUNDY 265, Chicago, It 
446, Atlantic Cty, Nd 9—SAM KOUSTON 

8—RODDY PIPER 218, Waco, TX 
251, Scotland 10—HMMY VALIANT 


9—ANDRE THE GIANT 
505, Grenoble, France 


{0—JOHN STUDD 
364, Washington, OC 


251, New York, NY 


OFFICIAL 
WRESTLING 
RATINGS 





WORLD CLASS 


t—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—THE GRAPPLER 
241, parts unknown 
3—BRIAN ADIDAS 
238, Denton, TX 
4—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
5—GINO HERNANDEZ 
224, Houston, TX 
6—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
7—CHRIS ADAMS 
230. Stratford. England 
8—LANCE VON ERICH 
260, Dallas, TX 
9—THE MISSING LINK 
273, paris unknown 
10—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, Sv. Louls, MO 


CONTINENTAL 


1—ROBERT FULLER 
238, Dyresburg, TN 


2—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 


227, South Wales 
3—ROBERTO SOTO 


231, San Juan, Puerto Rico 


4—BRAD ARMSTRONG 

226, Manetia, GA 
5—TIM HORNER 

235, Mornstown, TN 
6—THE BULLET 

2H4, parts unknown 
7—MR, OLYMPIA 

245, pans unknown 
8—RON FULLER 

275, Knoxville, TN 
5—TOMMY RICH 

238, Handersonville, TN 

10—JOHNNY RICH 
232, Hendersonville, TN 


PAID-SOUTH 


1—DICK SLATER 

235, Tampa, FL 
2—HACKSAW DUGGAN 

280, Glens Falls, NY 
3—TERRY TAYLOR 

225, Vero Beach, Ft 
4—STEVE WILLIAMS 

265, Tulsa, OK 
5—HUMONGOUS 

318, parts unknown 
6—DICK MURDOCH 

270, Waxahaciie, TX 
7—BUTCH REED 

265, Kansas City, MO 
8—TED DIBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
9—BUZZ SAWYER 

240, St. Petersburg, FL 

10—JAKE ROBERTS 
243, Baton Rouge, LA 


NORTHWEST 


1—BOBBY JAGGERS 
265, Dunlap, KS 
2—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland 
3—RIP OLIVER 
245, Tampa, FL 
4—MEGA MAHARISHI 
260, Porland, OR 
5—MIKE MILLER 
260, Memphis, TN 
6—TOM ZENK 
237, Robbinsdale. MN 
7—MOONDOG MORETTI 
245, Bcise, ID 
8—GARY ROYAL 
231, Kansas City, MO 
9—BRADY BOONE 
236, Chariotie, NC 
10—BILLY TWO EAGLES 
223, San Antonio, TX 


FLORIDA 


1—LEX LUGAR 
280, Chicago, IL 
2—KENDALL WINDHAM 
220, Sweetwater, TX 
3—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 
4—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
239, Boston, MA 
5—MIKE GRAHAM 
229, Tampa, Fl 
6—BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 
310, Sweetwater, TX 
7—MAHA SINGH 
273, Tampa, FL 
8—TYREE PRIDE 
231, Haiti 
9—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 
10—HECTOR GUERRERO 
243, Mexico 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 

302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 

260, Denton, TX 
4—MAGNUM T.A. 

245, Chasapeake, VA 
5—RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, Ht 
6—TITO SANTANA 

245, Mission, TX 
7—KEVIN VON ERICH 

239, Denton, TX 
8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 

260, New York, NY 
35—BARRY WINDHAM 

236, Sweetwater, TX 

10—HILLBILLY JIM 
282, Mud Lick, KY 











MID-SOUTHERN 


1—BILL DUNDEE 

214, Melbourne, Australia 
2—DUTCH MANTEL 

242, Bucksnorth, TN 
3—KOKO WARE 

229, Union City, TN 
4—PHIL HICKERSON 

238, Jackson, TN 
5—HARLEY RACE 

253, Kansas City, MO 
6—BUDDY LANDELL 

236, Las Angeles, CA 
7—TARRAS BULBA 

237, Outer Mongolia 
8—BOTA 

270, Maori Islands 
9—JERRY JARRETT 

223, Nashville, TN 

10—TOJO YAMAMOTO 
230, Tokyo, Japan 


MOST HATED 


1—RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 

24S, Sarasota, FL 
3—DICK MURDOCH 

270, Waxahachie, TX 
4—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 

274, Sunset Beach, Hi 
5—NIKITA KOLOFF 

276, Moscow, Russia 
6—RODDY PIPER 

231, Glasgow. Scotland 
7—STAN HANSEN 

322, Borger, TX 
8—CHRtS ADAMS 

230, Stratford, England 
9—STEVE WILLIAMS 

295, Tulsa, OK 


10—TULLY BLANCHARD . 
235, San Antonio, TX 


PW?'s Top 10 is based on wosHost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of each wrestler or team. 
These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editonal board. 


NWA, AWA, and WWF ratings, in addition fo the regional ratings from around the county, are based on the official current position of 
challangers to the lop gue in each calegory. (Certain titleholdars receive an automate spot in the ratings). Most Popular and Most Hated 
ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and mai that comes to our offices. 





WRESTLING 





TOP 16 
STING 


260, Venica Beach, CA 
(1) NWA World champteon 








THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


280, Queens, NY 
(2) WWE World champlon 





CURT HENNIG 


235, Minn Ws, MN 


(9) WWF Intercontinental champion 





LEX LUGER 
268. Chicago, it 
(7) U.S. heavyweight champion 





RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
(-) No. 2 contender: NWA tile 





RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, Fi 
(6) No. 2 contender: WWF title 





HULK HOGAN 
302. vos Geach, CA 
{-) No. 3 contender: WWF title 





SID VICIOUS 
318. West Memphis, AR 
(5) No. 1 contender: U.S. ttle 





CRODDY PIPER 
23), Paaprantd Scolland 
(-) No. 1 contender: I-C title 





TERRY FUNK 


247, Amarillo, TX 








SE io: 


TAG TEAMS 





THE HART FOUNDATION 


Combined weight: 515 pounds 
(6) WWE 


World tag team champlons 





DOOM 


Combined a: 565 pounds 


(1) NWA W 


id tag team champlens 





RICK & SCOTT STEINER 


Combined weight: 483 pounds 
(3) U.S. tag team champions 





ARN ANDERSON & BARRY WINDHAM 
Combined weight: $12 pounds 
. contenders: NWA tag team ttle 





POWER & GLORY 
Combined weight: 190 pounds 
(7) No. 1 contenders: WWF fag team f{itle 





THE LEGION OF DOOM 
Combined weight’ 5G7 pounds 
(7) No, 2 contenders: WWF tag team title 








THE FREEBIRDS 

Comb:ned weight: 490 pounds 

(-) No, 1 contenders: U.S. tag team title 
THE ROCKERS 


Combined wight: 450 pounds 
{2) No. 3 contenders: WWE tag team title 





THE FABULOUS ONES 


Combined wei ight 460 pounds 
(-) USWA tag 


eam champlons 





THE GRAPPLER & THE EQUALIZER 


Combined weigit: 530 








(10) USWA champion Roddy Piper (10) PNW tag team aka 
NWA WWF AWA USWA 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: USWA Champton: 
STING THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR TITLE VACANT TERRY FUNK 
(C) 260, Venice Beach, CA (C) 280, Queens, NY See “What's Happening” (C) 247, Amanilo, TX 
1—LEX LUGER 1—CURT HENNIG 1—LARRY ZBYSZKO 1—JERRY LAWLER 
(4) 268, Chicago. IL (3) 235, Minneapolis, MN (C) 248. Pittsburgh. PA (2) 234, Memphis, TN 
2—RIC FLAIR 2—RANDY SAVAGE 2—TOMMY JAMMER 2—EDDIE GILBERT 
(7} 243, Minneapolis, MN (2) 245, Sarasota, FL (1) 245, San Diego. CA (3) 222. Lexington, TN 
3—SID VICIOUS 3—HULK HOGAN 3—NIKITA KOLOFF 3—JEFF JARRETT 


(2) 318, Wes! Memphis, AR 
4—ARN ANDERSON 

(5) 249, Minneapolis, MN 
5—MICHAEL WALL STREET 

(-) 245, Syracuse. NY 
6—STAN HANSEN 

(1) 322, Borger, TX 
7—TOM ZENK 

() 237, Minneapolis, MN 
8—TERRY TAYLOR 

(6) 225, Vero Beach, FL 
9—EL GIGANTE 

(-) 435. Argentina 

10—BOBBY EATON 
(-) 233, Huntsville, AL 
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(7) 302, Venice Beach, CA 
4—RODDY PIPER 

(-) 231, Glasgow, Scotland 
5—SGT, SLAUGHTER 

(8) 310, Parris island. SC 
6—EARTHQUAKE- 

(5) 462, Montreal, Quebec 
7—BIG BOSSMAN 

(6) 310, Cobb County, GA 
8—KERRY VON ERICH 

(1) 260. Denton, TX 
9—DAVEY BOY SMITH 

(9) 245, Leeds, England 

10—TUGBOAT 
(10) 407, Pitisburgh, PA 


(2) 275, Moscow, Russia 
4—THE TROOPER 

(3) 290, Charlotte, NC 
5—TATSUMI FUJINAMI 

(4) 231, Tokyo. Japan 
6—COL. DeBEERS 

(6) 248, South Africa 
7—LARRY CAMERON 

(8) 280, Chicago, it 
8—MIKE ENOS 

(-) 252, Minneapolis, MN 
9—BRAD RHEINGANS 

(10) 248. Appieton, KIN 


10—WAYNE BLOOM 
(7) 266, Minneapolis. MN 


(3) 200, Hendersonville, TN 
4—JEFF GAYLORD 

(5) 280, St. Lous, MO 
5—MIKE DAVIS 

() 235, Tampa, FL 
6—DAN DAVIS 

(8) 218, Nashville, TN 
7—BILL DUNDEE 

(4) 214, Melbourne, Australia 
8—JOSEPH MAGLIANO 
- ()235, Baltimore. MD 
9—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 

(9) 225, Winter Haven, FL 


10—JOHN TATUM 
() 236. Hollywood, CA 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Tear ratings are based on vron-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent shall of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editonal board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fens and on the volume and character of mail that comes 
to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the tap ttle in each category; 
certain tleholders receive an aulomatic spot in the ratings. The number In parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that 
category Jast issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue, while (C) indicates the wrestler was 
champion in that category last Issue. 


MOST POPULAR 





HULK HOGAN 
202, Venice Beach. CA 
_Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 





MOST HATED 





SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Isiand. SC 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated 





DSTING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


2 RIC FLAIR 
243, Mianeapolis, MN 
Last issve: No. 10 Most Hated 





LEX LUGER 
268, Chicago, IL 


Last Issue: No. S Most Popular: 


RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 
Last issue: unrated 





THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
280, Queens, NY 
Last Issue: No. 3 Most Popular 





JAKE ROBERTS 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 
Last Issue: No. 8 Most Popular 


GLEARTHQUAKE 
462, Montreal, Quebec 
Last Issuo: No. 4 Most Hated 





SID VICIOUS 
318, West Memphis, AR 
Last Issue: No. 2 Most Hated 




















SCOTT STEINER CURT HENNIG 

235, Bay City, Mf 235, Minneapolis, MN 

Last Issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last Issue: unrated 

RODDY PIPER RICK MARTEL 

231, Glasgow, Scotland 236, Quebec City, Quebec 
Last Issue: unrated Last Issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
KERRY VON ERICH EDDIE GILBERT 

260, Denion, TX 222, Lexington, TN 

Last issue: No. 4 Mast Popular Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 
JERRY LAWLER STAN HANSEN 


234, Memphis, TN 
Last issuc: No. 9 Most Popular 





1 Orrick STEINER 
248, Detrout, MI 
Last Issue: unrated 


322. Borgor, TX 
Last issuc: No. 5 Most Hated 





1 TERRY FUNK 
247, Amarilio, TX 
Last Issue: No. 7 Most Hated 











PAW 
PNW Champton: 
STEVE DOLL 
(3) 237, Dailas, TX 
1—DOUG MASTERS 
(7) 230, Tulsa, OK 
2—LARRY OLIVER 
(8) 235, Tampa, FL 
3—STEVE SAWYER 
(1) 222, Kansas City, MO 
4—JOHN RAMBO 
(5) 260. Charlotte, NC 
5—RIP OLIVER 
() 245, Tampa, FL 
6—THE EQUALIZER 
(9) 250, parts unknown 
7—THE GRAPPLER 
(C) 280, paris unknown 
8—THE HOOD 
(-) 260, pants unknown 
9—AL MADRIL 
(4} 231, Los Angeles. CA 
10—BRAD ANDERSON 
(6) 220, Minneapolis, MN 


UWF 


UWF Champion: 
NONE 
To be delermined 
1—STEVE WILLIAMS 
(-) 265, Norman, OK 
2—BRIAN BLAIR 
(-) 235, Tampa, FL 
3—BOB ORTON 
(-} 245, Kansas City, KS 
4—PAUL ORNDORFF 
(-) 253, Brandon, FL 
5—CACTUS JACK 
(} 247, Truth or Cons., NM 
6—COL. DeBEERS 
(} 248, South Africa 
7—DAVID SAMMARTINO 
(-) 225. Pittsburgh, PA 
8—CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW 
(-) 223, Pawhuska, OK 
9—ICEMAN PARSONS 
(-) 245, St. Louis, MO 
10—STEVE RAY 
(-) 255, Leavenworth, KS 





For period ended January 9, 1991 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of Wrestling Classics. 
We have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 
and Tag Tear categories only—and assigned each positon a port 
value: {0 points for a number-one rating, nine for a aumber-two rank- 
ing, and so on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point 
values for a wrestlers in the past five issues hava been compiled, 
allowing a maximum of 50 points. Each issue wa'l! present the top five 
finishers in each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past 
month, these cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trands in the 


sport 
SINGLES 

1—ULTIMATE WARRIOR |, ..ccceciernc 46 points 
Z—LEX LUGER vsesssscsrsresccsrerssesssernarereass 4 POMS 
S—STINGIRIC FLAIR. sessccssacssersceeascaneen dO Points 
4—CURT HENNIG vi sssccsssseneces 
5—KERRY VON ERICH. sees 22 POs 


TAG TEAMS 

LDOOM  rcatietensinreeprtimioiianrycion Gite 46 DOs 
2—RICK & SCOTT STEINER eecssssisesen 39 points 
3—THE HART FOUNDATION ....scsusessssesoeee 35 points 
4—DEMOLITION...ssscsssssssssscasssertsescseseeseeeee 24 points 
S—THE ROCKERS ..sscssssssssscseecesssseseeeneen 20 points 





GEORGIA: Georgia All-Star champion—Steve Lawler: 1—Nick Busick: 
2—Joel Deaton, 3—Ron Star 4—Billy Black; S—Curtis Thompson: 6—Abdul- 
fah the Butcher, 7—Aladcin; 8—Randy Rose. 9—Chris Walker: 10—Fabian 


KWCCW: ICW champion—Vic Steamboat: 1—Tasmanian Devil 2—Curly 
Moe; 3—Eric Shracchia: 4—G.Q. Madison: 5—Joe Savoldi: 6—Hoss; 7—Chris 
Michaels: 8~—Tommy Dreamer; 9—Equalzer Zap; 10—Equalizer Zip 


LPWA: LPWA champion—Susan Sexton; 1—The Beast; 2—Magnificemt 
Mmi: 3—Lelani Kai; 4—Terri Power. 5—Reggie Bennett; 6—Misty Biue 
Sinimes; 7—Bambi; 8—Bad Gid; 8—Heidi Lea Morgan; 10—Flame. 


PWA: PWA champion—Ricky Rice, 1—Terminator Rigas: 2—Charlie Nor: 
ns; 3—Tommy Ferrara; 4—Johnny Love; 5—Lightning Kid; 6—The Punisher. 
7—Randy Gusto: B—Jerry Lynn; 9-J.R. Carson; 10—Red Tyler. 


PWF: PWF champlon—Steve Kesn: 1—Lou Perez, 2—Tex Salinger: I— 
Mark Stare: 4—Ron Slinker. 5—Jim Backlund: 6—Hurricana Walker: 7—Sgt. 
Rock; 8—The Terminator; 8—Frankie Lancaster; 1¢—Coconut Kid. 


SAPW: SAPW champion—tile vacant; 1—Robert Fuller. 2-Paul Jones: 
3—Chris Chavis; 4—Vince Torelli; 5—Curlis Thompson; 6—Bobby Fulton; 7~ 
ivan Koloif; 8—Tommy Seabolt; 9—Tex Salinger, 10—Jackie Fulton, 


WwW: wwe champion—title held up; 1—Carlos Colon; 2—Greg Valentine; 

J—TNT; 4~Abdullah the Butcher; 5—E| Bronco; 6—Eric Embry, 7—Hangman 

Psycho: 8—Miguel Perez Jr: 9—Hurricane Castillo Jr. 10—Rip Morgan. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 19 different categories. It is a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


New year, new changes. The new year of 1991 had barely 
begun when this issue went to press, and already we've 
} made a pair of changes in our ratings categories! Effective 
¥ with this edition, we welcome the Universa! Wrestling Feder- 

ation to Ollr main ratings section. The UWF is one of the 

fastest-growing New promotions in the sport, and features 
such top slars as ; Stee Williams, Paul Orndorif, and Brian 

Blair. 

In addition, you'll no longer find 
ICW ratings in our main section. In- 
stead, look jor ratings for the new 
International World Class) Champi- 
onship Wresthng (WCCW) within 
our agate rankings, In late Decem- 

ber, the ICW merged with World 

ct Class wrestling 10 form this new or- 

= ganization, Competitors such as 

Kevin and Chris Von Erich are ex- 

, pected to join (CW champion Vic 

Vie Steamboat Steamboat, Eric Sbracchia, and Tony 

Rumble when the IWCCW presents its first events within the 
next lew months. 





The wild and the wacky. The response to our January 
“Ratings Analysis” has been tremendous, as our mailbag has 
been flooded with unusual andl offbeat ratings categories. 
Here’s another dose for your enjoyment: 

From Dominic A. Nicosia of Chicago Ridge, Illinois, comes 
his list of who he believes will be the Top 190 Wrestlers Of 
The ’90s: 1—Sting; 2—Hulk Hogan; 3—Ultimate Warrior; 4— 
Lex Luger; 5—Sid Vicious; b—Scott Steiner; 7—Vic Steamboat; 
8—Chris Von Erich; 9—Scotty the Body; 10—Larry Cameron. 

Also from Dominic is this compilation of 10 Wrestlers You 
Would Not Like To See Your Daughter Bring Home For Dinner: 
1-Abdullah the Butcher; 2—Stan Hansen; 3—Kamala; 4— 
Cactus Jack; 5—Ax; 6--Hacksaw Duggan; 7—Boris Zukhov; 
8—Butch Miller; 9—Luke Williams; 10—P.Y. Chu-Hi. 

Not bappy with many monikers is Mike Frissore of Ash- 
land, Maine, who sent us his list of the Top 10 Dumbest 
Nicknames: J—Jake “The Milkman“ Milliman; = 2— 
“Candyman” Brad Armstrong; 3—Playboy” Buddy Rose; 4— 
Scou “Flapjack” Norton; 5—“The Model” Rick Martel; 6— 
“Gentleman” Chris Adams; 7—“Macho King” Randy $ avage; 
8—"Timrekeeper” Mike George; 9—"Dovfaced Gremlin” Rick 
Steiner; 10—"Mr. Perfect” Curt Hennig. 

From the ridiculous fo the horrifying: Christopher L. Atkin- 
son of Vineland, New Jersey, sent us this list of the Top 10 
Wrestlers Who Love To Bleed: 1—Abdullah the Butcher; 2--- 
Manny Fernandez; 3—Carlos Colon; 4—Dusty Rhodes; 5— 
Ivan Koloff; 6—Jerry Lawler; 7—Harley Race; 8—Terry Funk; 
9—Eddie Gilbert; 10—Cactus Jack. We're nol so sure they 


14 


fove it, Christopher! 

Finally, here’s a list of the Top 10 Frequent Flyers from 
William Lee of San Diego, California: 1—Jimmy Snuka; 2— 
Brian Pillman; 3—Shawn Michaels; 4—Marty Jannetly; 5—Jeff 
Jarrett; 6B—Tom Zenk; 7—Randy Savage; 8—Koko B. Ware; 9— 
Tito Santana; 10—Paul Roma. 

We've truly enjoyed all the offbeat categories we've re 
ceived thus far, so keep them coming! 


And more mail: Why do you continue to list the AWA in 
your ratings? writes David Cannig of Minneapolis. / five in 
the heart of AWA country, but the federation hasn't prosent- 
ed a card around here since at least August. If they can’t 
present regular cards, why bother to give thein valuable 
space in your magazine? 

aes We've been vetling a lot of mail 
asking similar que slions, David, and 
i's a situation we've been ponder- 
ing in recen( manths. At press time, 
the AWA was still an existing organi- 
zation. In fact, AWA President Joe 
Blanchard stripped Larry Zbyszko of 
the AWA World title on December 
12 after Zbyszko refused lo make a 
scheduled tour of japan. 

However, il’s true that the AWA 





= ri has promated very lew events since 
=X Ae \ the summer months, and that’s why 
Larry Zbystko you've seen very little movement in 


the AWA ratings since that time. We will continue to list the 
AWA for the time being, but be advised that we will be 
taking a very serious look at the !ederation’s activities during 
the next few months. A final decision about their status in 
our ratings will be forthcoming. 

Vm confused about which titles are which in the USWA, 
writes Evan Young of Hudson, New York. /s Eddie Gilbert’s 
Southern title the same beit that fohn Tatum wore as the 
Soulliwestern ttle? 

Not at all, Evan. Gilbert's Southern litle is a new champi- 
onship that was created in September 1990 when USWA 
officials declared Dick Slater the first champion. Slater was 
defeated by Jeff Jarrett, who in turn was downed by Gilbert 
for the belt. The Southwestern title that Tatum held was 
actually the old CWA title (hat was renamed! early in 1990. 
That championship was retired when World Class split from 
the USWA in September 1990. 


That's all folks! Care to comment on our new ratings 
categories? Got some burning questions? Send your letters 
to: “Ratings Analysis,” clo Capt. Lou Albano’s Wrestling 
Classics, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 71571. Cl 









“I find out about all the 

hot news before it’s 

announced on TV!” 
—R.W., Atlanta 


"It’s the best source for 
match results ’ve ever 
seen!” 

—G.P., Dallas 
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ILLUSTRATED 





“There’s so much 

information in each 

issue, it’s 

unbelievable!” 
—S.M.,-New York 


I got my Royal Rumble 
results just five days 
after the card!” 

—T.S., Boston 





Fans throughout the wrestling world agree: 
Pro Wrestling Hlustrated Weekly 
is the place to go for the most complete coverage of the sport 


available anywhere! 
FIRST WITH THE NEWS SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the news is as fresh PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you 


as can be. You'll be the first to know about the title changes, the big 
match signings, the triumphs, arid the tragedies throughout the entre 
wrestling world! 


PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 


Each weekly issue contains the latest news and qossip, a calendar of 
upcoming cards throughout North Amenca, “Yay & Nay" and "Who's 
Hot, Who's Not” columns, "Wrestler of the Week" and “Match of the 
Week" features, plus ratings, trivia questions, “Transactions,” a lively 
editorial, and evena ‘Fan of the Week" selection that feanires a 
photograph of a reader! You get all of this—each and every week!—in 
a bold newsletter format that keeps you on top of today's wrestling 


three big ways to save: 

@ 17 weekly issues for just $)9.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
@34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 
52 weekly issues fer just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


STILL NOT SURE? 


Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before you subsenbe? No 
problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly 
hot off the press. We're certain that once you see all the news, 
features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to 
become a subscriber to wrestling's fastest-growing phenomenon! 
(Sorry, no credit cards accepted for singie-copy orders; offer limited 





news today! to customers in the U.S. and Canada only.) 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 
ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 
nee ee et ee ee et pee Sc een 1 
| Sand to: YES! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send | 
T.V. Sports = mea subscription to PWI Weekly as follows: l 
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| Rockville Centre, NY 1157} C) 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings | 
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| ; C1) I'd like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. En- | 
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TS HARD TO believe, but ‘Terry Funk was one of 

(he most scientific wrestlers in lhe sport. It's even 
harder to fathom that this wild Texan was once 
loved by fans wherever he appeared. 

“Hey, the chicks used lo swoon over me,” said 
Funk, whose career began in 1965. “I was a pretty 
good-lookin’ guy when | was first startin’ out. | was 
full of enthusiasm, just like any youngsler, but | had 
an advantage: | knew right from the start that | was 
gonna be the greatest wrestler in history.” 

After a brilliant career as an offensive guard on 
the West Texas State University football team from 
1962 to 1965, Funk started to eye pro wrestling as a 
fulltime vocation. He couldn't help but get the right 
kind of career guidance. His father. Dory Funk Sr.. 
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TERRY FUNK 


c 


Teny Funk's appearance was quite different when he faced The 
Destroyer In Los Angeles in 1969. Funk entered the sport under 
the guidance of his father, Dory Funk Sr. 


was an experienced pro wrestler. Not only that, bul 
Terry's older brother, Dory Funk Jr. had already 
established himself as a contender for the NWA 
World title. 

“| didn’t need to go to no fancy wrestling school to 
learn from the best,” recalled Funk. “Wrestling has 
always been in my blood. So after college, | gol into 
the gym for about two months. That's all it took to 
get me ready for what | knew would be a bright 
future.” 

Not only was Funk ready, but he was armed wilh 
a vast knowledge of holds and maneuvers. During 
his early years in the sport, Funk was careful to 
display his knowledge in every match, or else he'd 
feel the wrath of his famous father. 

“Daddy didn't really care if | was a rulcbreaker or 
nol.” said Funk with a smile, “but he'd come down 
on me real hard if | didn't use all the skills at my 
disposal. It’s not enough to be a kicker and puncher, 
he'd always say. You've gol to be able to oulthink 





Every issue, Wrestling Classics will examine the contrasts 
between the way a star wrestles and looks today with the way 
he wrestled and looked many years ago. Such a study offers 
keen insights into the development of specific wrestlers, and a 
unique perspective on the sport in general 
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your opponent as well as outfight: bim.” 

That's exactly what Punk did throughout out his 
early vears. And when his brother won the NWA 
World title from Gene Kiniski in 1969, Terry knew 
that he, too, possessed the skills that could take him 
lo that same level. 

h didn't come soon enough to suit him, though. 
After being repeatedly overlooked for NWA title 
shots, Terry became one of the most vicious rule- 
breakers in the sport. His new style paid off: He 
captured the NWA championship from popular Jack 
Brisco on December 10, 1975. Funk enjoyed a 
lengthy and prosperous title reign before bring up- 
ended by Harley Race on February 6, 1977, in 
Toronto. 
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Twenty-five years after his pro debut, Funk defeated Jerry Lawler 
to win the USWA litle. The Texan says thal, despite his age, he's 
never wrestled better. 


The vears haven't mellowed Funk at all. In fact, 
most fans insist that Funk has become even more 
vicious as time has passed. On May 7, 1989, he 
brutally attacked then-NWA World champion Ric 
Flair, putting the “Nature Boy” out of action for 
months with a broken neck after piledriving him on 
a yingside table. And on November 5, 1990, Funk 
captured the USWA litle from Jerry Lawler, thanks 
mainly to outside interference by crazed Eddie 
Gilbert. 

“IT may be older, bul I've never been betler,” saicl 
Funk proudly. “Lel the young pretty. bovs challenge 
me for my litle. Ill beat ‘em all, the same way I've 
been dominating my opponents for 26 years. Who 
says an old dog can't be on top of the world?" | 
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Should 
they be 
banned? 





Those who saw this wild 
match will never forget it. 
And you can be sure the wres- 
tlers involved will also never 
forget it! 






















HEY'RE EXCITING. They're 

ridiculous. They're fun. They're 
a farce. Theyre sexy. They're dan- 
gerous. They're legal. They're out- 
lawed., 

What fits all of those categories? 
Why mixed matches. of course. And 
depending upon the individual wres- 
der, mixed matehes— probably the 
most’ controversial of all bouts— 
fit into any or all of the above cate- 
gories. 

Nobody. not even the wrestlers. 
can agree about the mixed affairs. 
Even wrestling commissions vary. In 
Texas and Florida, mixed matches 


are us much a part of the sport as 
body slams. In New York, mixed 
matches are as welcome as Jack the 
Ripper in a girls’ boarding schoo). 

Some wrestlers . gladly accept 
mixed matches. Others wouldn't 
go near them. Some have appeared 
in them once and vow “never again.” 
What is it about mixed match that 
causes such controversy? 

“Theyre dangerous.” said Vittorio 
“Argentina” Apollo. “And I should 
know. | appeared in one of the wild: 
est in history, And I was never more 
afraid in my life.” 

The match about which Apollo 
spoke is considered a landmark 
case in wrestling history since it 
was the focal point in rulings handed 
down in four different states. Films 
of that historic battle have been 
viewed by more state commissions 
than any other. And after seeing the 
very same film. different commis- 





Far left, opposite page: Louis Tillet rests hand on partner Toni Rose's soft shoulder as 

they head for ring in Houston. Texas. Above: Vittorio Apollo and partner Judy Grable talk 
over pre-brout strategy. Left: During height of action, all four wrestlers carried battle 
outside the ring. Tillet draws back his hand and is about to smack Grable while Rose yanks 
Judy's hair from behind. Meanwhile Apollo, who was so bewildered by it all, just stands 
and watches. But when the shock wore off, Vittorio became enraged and climbed al! over Louis. 


sions handed down varving decisions. 

“T was teamed with Judy Grable 
against Toni Rose and Louis Tillet.” 
Apollo continued. “In Houston, 
Texas. where mixcd matclies have 
always been very popular. It was 
the first time [ had ever seen this 
kind of match, Jet alone wrestle 
in one— and when | stepped into the 
ring that night | had no idea what 
was going (o happen. 

“J assumed the men would wrestle 
each other and the girls would wres- 
tle each other, Bul the thing soon 
goC out of hand and at one Gime all 
four of us were in the ring. Tillet 
and Rose ganged up on me and the 
onty way I could have potten loose 
was to slug someone. But) was alritid 
of hitting Toni. 1 just couldn't see 
myself belting a virl. Finally | 
couldn’! lake it any longer. [ swung 
at Tillet. He ducked and I acctdently 
hit Toni. | was never so scared in my 
life. She went down like a shor. | 
thought [ killed her. That's why these 
matches are so dangerous. With a 
gir] you have to pull your punches. 
so (oO speak. and you can’t use your 
natural style. If 1] cume off the ropes 
wilh a ving dropkick and [ hic Tillet 
in the chest its okay. Bul what hap- 
pens if ] would have Janded the same 
way ona girl? Te could be disastrous!” 

These are some of the factors the 
California and New York commis- 
sions took into account when chey 
viewed the film of thal wild bout. 
And whereas New York and Cal- 
fornia agreed with Apollo about the 
danger. Texas and Florida sided with 
Tillet when he testified there is noth- 
ing wrong with mixed matches. 

“They're exciting and they're fun.” 
Tillet testified at one hearing. “My 
opinion hasn't changed. Let's face it. 
nobody is oul to deliberately injure 
any vir, But they are professionals 





just like us and they can take punish- Above: Judy Grable delivers booming drap- 
ment. Hell. some of those Cigresses kick against Toni Rose's body. Right: The 
are even more dangerous than many referee is caught in the middle and 

men I've been matched agains. And hammered to the mat as Grable and Rose 
the crowd loves it. Just eheck the slug it out above him. In his excitement, 
allendance figures whenever there Apolla climbed up on the ropes and yelled 
are nuxed matches on the card. They advice to Grable. The referee regained 
skyrockel. The people want it, | his feet just in time to keep Apollo 

say let's give it lo them.” from leaping into the ring. 


Some of the virl wrestlers who 
frown on mixed matehes do so for 
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With o sudden burst 
of power, Rose (left) 
grabbed Grable’s head 
and knocked Judy off 
balance. Then Toni 
threw herself across 
Grable’s body and 
tried for a pin. The 
referee counted to 
ttvo before Judy 
managed to kick 
herself free. 


fear of being embarrassed. Explained 
one fovely young star, who shall 
remain anonymous, "My pet hold 
is the body slam. And in order to 
execule a body slam. you first pick 
up your opponent with a half nelson 
and crotch hold. Anyway, in a mixed 
match one night. at a time when all 
four were flying around the ring like 
trapeze arlists at a circus. | went 
for the guy on the other team. In- 
stintively I clamped on the half nel- 
son and then | shoved my hand under 
his crotch. In the heat of battle I 
didn't realize what f was grabbing for. 
But after I slammed him [ was so 
embarrassed |] wanted to craw) under 


the ring.” 
This view comes from # famous 
mate wrestler (he once held the 


world’s heavyweight championship): 
“When things get out of hand in a 
mixed match, and the men and the 
women are all in the ring al che same 
time, you have to be very careful 
about what you grab, and that inter- 
feres with your style because you 
can't go all out. First of all, these 
girl wrestlers are so appealing it’s 
hard to keep your mind on your 
business. Secondly, when you get 
tangled up and grab the wrong thing 
you look jike some kind of sex mani- 
ac. ] have definitely found that when 
the girls wind up against the men 
they try harder. But the men. no 
matter how tough the girl may be. 
almost always eases up. After all. 
how would you feel if you seriously 
injured a woman?” 

In viewing the films of the Apollo- 
Grable vs. Tillet-Rose match. the 
Texas commission ruled. “Whereas. 
during a match of this sort wres- 
llers occasionally wind up in un- 
compromising positions and cir- 
cumstances there is nothing inhierent(- 
ly destructive or dangerous aboul 
them. “And to confuse things further, 
the New York commission. after 
viewing the same films, ruled “the 
mixed tag-icam match is not within 
the best interests of New York State 
wrestling.” 

In the match itself. Apollo wound 
up needing seven stitches in his 
face (o close wounds opened by 
Rose's claw-like nails. “She clawed 
the hel] oul of me.” Apollo remeri- 
ner. “but |] just couldn't gel angry 
at her. She's sill a lovely woman.” 
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Above: Although he looks like 
he is involved jn the furious 
action between the squirming 
girls, Apollo is actually 
standing guard to make sure 
Louis Tillet doesn’t rush 

into the ring to help his 
partner, Toni Rose. “I was 
ready and waiting for him,” 
Apollo would say later. 


Tillet reacted much the same way. 
“S$ remember one time during the 
bout when | really lost my temper. 
Toni had Judy by the hair outside 
the ring. [ ran over (o belt Grable. 
but then I stopped. How could | 
punch a woman?” 

“Some of these guys think they're 
SO superior.” commented another 
gir) star. “They just kind of tolerate 
girls’ wrestling. Mixed matches give 
me a chance to show these wise guys 
that we're no powder puffs in the 
ring. We may be feminine and lady- 
like on the outside. but inside, we're 
100 percent professionals. We don't 
ask for any favors and we don't ex- 
peclany.” 

One wrestler, who so far has re- 
fused (o appear in a mixed match, 
is the Sheik. Through Abdullah 
Farouk. the Sheik’s manager and 
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Below: Grable is pinned 

in corner by Rose and Toni 
is about lo bring her knee 
up into Judy's face. Right: 
Apollo's head crashes into 
metal chair afler he was 
punched by Tillet during 
action outside the ring. 





interpreter, we obtained the Sheik’s 
reaction to such goings-on. 

“The Sheik would never permit 
himself to enter in such a match,” 
Farouk said. “He says they are ri- 
diculous, Women do not belong in 
the ring to begin with—whether 
they wrestle men or other women. 
Women are born to serve men. [n 
his country, the thought of women 
wrestling is so ludicrous they do 
not believe him when he tells them 
of such things. Women are (a carry 
water and bear children and wash 
clothes and bake bread. Some people 
say the Sheik is an animal, but he 
would never think of treating women 
like that. Yet your American wres- 
tlers do i. T-ask you--who is the 
animal?” 

Vhe Bruiser, on the other hand. 
feels that mixed matches are per- 
fectly fine and “a lot of fun.” Al- 





though he doesn't appear in many 
of them he believes there's nothing 
wrong with them. “The way [ look 
at it.” Bruiser explained, “they're 
lots of fun for the fans and the wres- 
Hers don'texactly feel any pain when 
they're working in mixed matches. 
] know J don’t. And another thing: 
T've always believed that the girls 
(ry a lot harder in mixed matches 
than they do in all-girl bouts. } guess 
they're trying to get even.” Bruiser 
chuckled. 

Good or bad? Legal or illegal? 
Sexy or dangerous? Nobody knows 
lor sure and nobody really cares. 
After all, where can a person buy 
as much excitement and utillating 
thrills for the few bucks it costs to 
buy a licket lo a mixed wresting 
match? 

Like the man says: “There ain't 
no better value anywhere.” O 
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The Savagery Of 
A Bullrope Match 


AUSTIN IDOL 
BEATS STAN HANSEN 
AT HIS OWN 
BRUTAL GAME! 


Stan Hansen figured he 
had it made. The 
moment Austin Idol 
agreed to meet him ina 
Bullrope Match, 
Hansen figured he was 
one match away from 
winning the Mid- 
Southern International 
title and sending Idol to 
a hospital bed. He was 
fo learn that “one 
match away” was 
farther than he ever 
imagined! 











Photos by Scott Romer 





HE PHONE STARTED ring- 
ing almost immediately. 
Friends, acquaintances, and even 
well-meaning strangers called Aus- 
tin Idol begging him to reconsider. 
A man might as well leap into a pil 
of rattlesnakes, they argued. At 
least the ordeal would be over 
sooner. 
Idol answered cach call politely, 
though his civility became strained 
24 





It was his 
them, and he 


as the calls continued. 


decision, he told 


knew what he was doing. tt was a 
risk, he admitted, but nothing 
wonhwhile comes without risks. 
Sian Hansen can be beaten, Idol 
argued. It was more than that. 
Hansen had to be beaten. 

Still, the people begged. They 


pointed out that Hansen is getting 
Idol just where he wants him. To 
wrestle Hansen in a Bullrope 
Match is tantamount to. suicide. 
Hansen is an expert in these con- 
frontations. Using every illegal ad- 
vantave known, he can tear a man 





to bloody shreds. Though Idol had 
wrestied in other Bullrope Matches, 
Hansen regularly made a savage art 
of it. The annals of the spori con- 
(ain more than a dozen names of 
men hospitalized after Hansen met 
them in Bullrope Matches. Several 
of thase men, no longer in wres- 
ting, were among those asking 
Austin to reconsider. 

Eventually, Idol took his phone 
off the hook. He didn't need to 
hear any more. He knew what he 
was getting into. Manager Jimmy 
Hart had been trying to get Idol 
out of the area for months. But, 
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eal shows his sbi style on Idol's 
(ace (top lefl) and then tries to take him for 
& journey around the ring (above). The de- 
termined Mid-Southem Intemational cham- 
pion reverses the situallan and, as a wor- 
ried Jimmy Hart observes from ringside, 
touches one of the four ringposts required 
for victory (left). 


despite Hart’s especially ugly brand 
of cheating, the Mid-Southern In- 
ternational champion continued to 
turn back every challenger. 

Then Hart brought in Hansen. 
After several inconclusive battles, 
Hansen made his Texas Bullrope 
challenge. In this match, the two 
men are tied (ogether at the wrist 
by a bullrope. In the middle is tied 
a cowbell, a heavy metal instru- 
ment that rings each time one man 
bashes it against the other’s skull. 
These matches are often blood- 
baths. Many top grapplers refuse to 
even consider them, — especially 
againsl a man of Hansen’s savage 
skills. Idol bravely (some thought 
foolishly) accepted. 

The night of che match arrived. 
Both men nervously approached 
the ring. Hansen's eves were almost 
closed: they were two small slits 
from which came a burming gaze. 
Idol tricel to look stoic, not allow- 
ing any feature on his face to be- 
lray emotion. Wordlessly, they al- 
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Once again, the challenger is in command, But after Ido! wipes the blood from his eyes, he 
can clearly see what is happening to him (above). Hansen, blinded by his own manager, will 
soon lose a match he was heavily favored to win (below). 


the referee to tie them 
They tugged at the 


lowed 
together. 
bullrope. The bell clanged as it 


swayed from the tugging. Even 
Han was uncustomarily quiet. 
Then came the moment of deci- 
sion. The match began. With a 
powerful tug, Hansen drew a stum- 
bling Idol toward him. Austin took 
advantage of the momentum and 
ran right at Hansen, bringing him 
to the ground. fdol tried to fall 
atop his opponent, only to have the 
bullrope snake across his face. 
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Hansen is very skillful at making 
the rope slash at his opponent. 
Idol stumbled back, trying to 
conquer the agony of the rope's 
sting. Hansen Icaped to his feet and 
went on the attack. [It was a cruel 
exhibition of wrestling brutality. 
Just when it seenyed Idol was be- 
ing overwhelmed by the assault, the 
champion came back. With a preci- 
sion that Hansen never expected, 
Idol rocked his challenger repeat- 
edly. Idol cracked the cowbell 
against Hansen’s skull. In defense, 


Hansen used the rope to do his 
bidding, snaking it across [dol’s 
face. Soon both men’s foreheads 
were oozing blood, This is what 
one expects from a Bullrope 
Match. 

To win this contest, one man 
had to drag the other around the 
ring, touching all four ringposts 
during his journey. lt seemed as if 
Idol might manage this arduous 
trek. He went to one ringpost and 
touched it, dragging a_ battered 
Hansen behind him. But that ap- 
peared to be all he could get. Han- 
sen struggled to his feet and rushed 
at Idol. Stan held the bell in’ his 
grip, ready 10 club his foe into un- 
consciousness. Then it happened. 

A puff of powder, thrown by 
Hart, flew into the ring. But Idol, 
ready for something like — this, 
quickly turned his head. The full 
cloud of blinding dust covered the 
charging Hansen’s face. Unable to 
see, Hansen stumbled backward. 
involuntarily, he dropped the bell 
as both hands instinctively went to 
his eyes. Hansen was helpless. 

The crowd roared as [dol again 
began to drag his foe around the 
ring. One post, a second, and then 
a third was touched. In his wake, 
Idol left a trail af blood, both his 
own and Hansen’s. When he 
touched the fourth post, the crowd 
gave him a standing ovation. He 
had beaten Hansen not only in a 
Bullsope Match, but because of 
Hart’s interference. Convincingly, 
he established his dominance over 
rulebreakers in the Mid-Southern 
area, 

Hansen untied himself as soon as 
possible and was led away from the 
ring by his manager. Later, no one 
dared ask Hart what Hansen said 
to him in the dressing room. The 
manager was shaking too badly to 
answer, anyway. 

Iclo}] was tempted to call back all 
those who urged him not to wrestle 
Hansen. Instead, that night he lay 
back on his bed knowing they 
knew he was thinking of them. . 
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CAN 
LOU 
THESZ 
WIN 
THE 
TITLE A 
SEVENTH 
TIME? 


HE END OF Lou Thesz’ reign 
as National Wrestling Alliance 
heavyweight champion came in 1966 
when he was defeated by Gene 
Kiniski. Thesz decided he*d had 
enough. He held the title six times. 
That's right. Six times. No other 
wrestler has duplicated that feat. 
Lou won the title for the sixth time 
when he defeated Buddy Rogers in 
: 1963. Before that he was king during 
Lou Thesz poses for a formal portrait (above) shortly after he the years 1937, 1939, 1947, 1948, and 





defeated Buddy Rogers to win the N.W.A. title for the sixth time. 1956. 

That was back in 1963. Lou held the belt until 1966 when Gene Three years after his retirement in 
Kiniski upended him. One of his favorite holds (below) fs the 
dirplane spin. Lou used it in many of his title matches. 


"66 Lou became restless. Very rest- 
less. He wanted to get back into the 
business, but not into the wrestling 
end of it. He wanted to get back in 
another capacity. So he went to see 
his long time friend Sam Muchnick, 
president of the N.W.A. ; 

‘*] told him he could referee some 
matches if he wanted,’* Muchnick 
explained. *‘Lou said that was fine 
with him. I've had him referee since 
then. He's a good man. He’s very 
trustworthy." 

Well, Lou got ured of refereeing. 
Did he quit altogether? Heck no. 
He’s making a wrestling comeback! 
He wants the title again. 





: = “I'm serious about it,’’ Lou said 

H is ’ after a recent match in Florida. “‘Not 

You know the old saying You can't keep a good to boast, but all the fans told me how 
man down.” That describes Lou Thesz After winning good J looked and wrestled, I beat 
/ ae y this guy Chris Markoff in practically 

the N.W,A, title six times—L ou’s come out of retire ne HERS mrpramcek in tara tole 
ment and he’s after it again! (Continued on page 58) 
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Mighty Igor-Hulk Hogan Clash: 


— =. = 2 so 














D BATTLE OF STRENGTH, 
sc : A BATTLE OF WILL 


OR YEARS. THIS battle of 


litans has been brewing. When 
you have two strongmen like 
Polish superstar Mighty Igor and 
the incredible Hulk Hogan, it is 
inevitable that someday at 
someuume the two must pil their 
strength against one another in a 
massive battle of muscle 


against muscle. 
Recently. in Orlando, Florida, 





millions of beautiful women all 
over the world. 

“Igor thinks he's strong because 
he only goes up against weaklings.” 
accused Hogan. “When you're 


always fighting puny punks, of 
course vou're gonna look like a big 
wheel. Well. bis wheel is gonna 
have a flat tire When Pm through 
with him, because in the perfection 
of Hulk Hogan, Mighty lgor has 


a Fw 


The ferocity. the power. the will, all shown on these pages, display what happens when 








two of wrestling’s biggest titans clash. The match would have been a classic had 
Hogan not ended it with an illegal kick. 


the inevitable became a reality as 
Mighty Igor met Hulk Hogan in 
perhaps the most savage test of 
strength this state has scen in 
recent years. 

On both sides of this 
conlrontation there existed a soul- 
decp willingness to prove to the 
Opposilion one’s physical 
superiority. 

“Mighty [gor is a mighty 
nothing.” roared HuJk Hogan. “He 
doesit even begin to display the 
perfect. muscle structures and 
awesome physica] charactcristies 
that make me the heartthred of 


met his match.” 

Prior to his match with Hulk 
Hogan, Mighty Igor was relatively 
calm) when compared to the vocally 
arrogant demeanor of his 
opponent. A good-natured man, 
Igor tends to take things in stride 

_ except when he js in the ring. 

“What is Hulk's problem?” 
asked Jgors manager. Ivan 
Kalmikoff. “Sometimes } think his 
head is full of kielbasa scraps. He 
always talks about how pretty he 
is. but never how he wrestles. 
Okay. so Hulk is strong... big 
deal. His breath Is strong, too. His 


problem is that he just doesn't 
know how to wrestle, he just knows 
how to blow out a lot of hot air. 

“Now Igor... he works hard, be 
trains hard. He doesn’t spend his 
training time playing with movies 
and trving to be big shot. He works 
on wrestling. Hogan... he spends 
too much time trving to be a big 
shot when all he really is is a little 
fizzle. You wait and see, Igor will 
show everyone what Hogan is 
really like.” 

As the two wrestlers entered the 
ring. the crowd appeared ready for 





It was a brutal battle of the titans. Muscle pitted against 
muscle as the Mighty Igor met Hulk Hogan in a match 
which was more than just another test of strength. It was 
a match where the loser would have to take a back seat to 
the powerful abilities of the other man. Neither wrestler 
was ready to make that kind of concession 
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the match of muscle which was to 
follow. For his part, Flogan began 
the evening by offering a few 
muscle flexes to the crowd. An 
impressive display of muscle 


development, perhaps, but hardly 
a demonstration of wrestling skill 





KY 


Hogan tries his headlock on Igor, but it doesn’t have too much of an effect due to 


and agility. Igor, on the other 
hand, was ready to get right down 
to business, 

lgor lunged at Hogan, clamping 
his meaty {fist around Hogan's neck 
muscles. As Hogan struggled to 
break free, he brought his arms 


Igor's resistance (above). The kick to the groin area that ended it all (below). The two 
never proved which one was the better man. 


™ 
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around and under Igor’s arm, 
breaking the hold and placing the 
mighty Pole in an excruciatingly 
painful armlock. 

Once Igor broke free of this 
hold, he quickly became the 
ageressor, applying an eye-bulging 
bearhug on Hogan. The Hulk 
struggled to break free, finally 
doing so after considerable 
difficulty. 

The match continued  inter- 
minably in this way: bearhug 
followed by headlock followed by 
armlock followed by another 
bearhug. Strength was the issue 
here, pure and simple. There was 
no acrobatics, no fancy 
maneuvers. Just raw muscle pitted 
against raw muscle. For a long 
time, tl appeared to be a standoff. 

Suddenly, out of apparent 
frustration due to the fact that 
neither man was gaining a clear 
advantage in the match, Hogan 
broke away from Igor and planted 
his foot at what could best be 
described as a_ below-the-belt 
location. Immediate  disquali- 
fication for Hogan was declared. 

“You sce? You see what kind ol 
man is Hogan?" asked an 
incredulous Igor. “Never in life 
have [ seen such a sleazy man. 
Never in life would | think anyone 
stoop so low as that paskudniak 
Hogan. Sveniak! } domt believe 
what | see tonight. By his own 
action, Hulk shows people what he 
made of: pig dropping in 
summertime. He should not be 
allowed in ring ever again.” 

lgor was disgusted. and rightly 
so. Unfortunately, Hulk Hogan 


was unavailable for comment 
following the match. Clearly. 
though, Hogan was unable to 


withstand the pressure of «a match 
that was too even to call. and felt 
that he had to strike oul in same 
sorl of unorthodox manner. Thal 
he did. 

Perhaps someday these lwo 
powcrhouses will meet again. 
Perhaps then the fans will be able 
to judge. without disqualifications, 
who the strongest of these titans 
truly is. Oo 





a1 STARRCADE '86 
THE SKY-WALKERS 


From The Omal in Allanta and 

Ihe Greensboro, N.C. Coliseum. 
Highlights Include: NWA champ 

Rie Flalr vs. Nikita Koloff; Road 
Warrlors vs. Midnights on a scaffold; 
“First Blood” match: Rhodes vs. 
Alanchard; Ron Garvin vs. Big Bubba; 
Rock ‘n Holts vs. Andorsons ina 
cage; Jonos vs. Valiant - hair vs, 

hair! 


$39.95°99 mln/Turner 


25 MONSTERS OF THE MAT 
VOLUME 1 L] 
World title match between Chief 
Wahoo McDaniel and Ric Flair! 

Or. Death & Ted DiBiase take on 
the Guerrero Brothers in a bloody 
tag tear cage match. Also: Jim 
Cornette & Midnight Express vs. 
“Hacksaw” Jim Duggan & The 
Fantastics, Sergeant Slaughter 
hosts. 


$39.95/65 min. 


#9 HALLOWEEN HAVOC "39 iy 


A brutal night of dovilish destuc- 
Uon! Ale Flalt wants to permanenily 
soltle the score egalnst Terry Funk. 
Together with Flair's powerhouse 
partnor, Sting, Ihe two great heavy- 
walght pros treat Funk & The Great 
Huta to some monstrous porllans of 
punishmont! Also: Lox Luger, The 
Road Warrlors, Tho Samoan Swat 


#2 STARACADE ‘87 
CHI-TOWN HEAT [fe] 
The hottest Thanksgiving 

Day In Windy City's history! 
Cage match thrillers include: 
Ric Flair vs. NWA champ Ronnie 
Garvin, Dusty Rhodes vs. U.S. 
champ Lex Luger, Plus: Road 
Warriors vs. Blanchard & Ander- 
son; Koloff vs. Taylor, Rock'n’ 
Rails vs. Midnights on a scaftlold 
ond more! 


$39.95/126 min./Turner 


5 MONSTERS OF THE MAT 
VOLUME 6 iz 
Body-slamming bouts betwean 
behemaths and goliaths and 
rough and tumble tag teams 
tearing at each other. 

Included: Kamala vs, Deve 
Peterson; Rick Steiner vs. 

Chavo Guerrero; Dr, Death 

& Ted DiBlase ys, The Blade 
Runners; Terry Taylor vs. 

Buich Reed and more! 


$39.95/60 min 


£10 SUMMERSLAM ‘8s [_] 
The Main Event: Hulk Hogan & 
Randy Savage with Elizabeth in 
thelr corner vs. Andre the Giant 

& Ted DiBiaso wilh Virgil In their 
comer! Also: Demolition vs. The 
Hart Foundallon, The Honky Tonk 
Man vs. The Ultimate Warrlor, 

Jake “Tho Snake” Roberts vs. 
Hercules, Ken Palara vs. Bad Nows 


Team, The Skyscrapers, The Freobirds Brown, JunkYard Dog vs. 


end mony more! 


$39.95/125 min/Turmor 


“Aovishing” Rick Aude and mora! 


$39.95/@ 120 min AVWF 


73 STARACADE ‘86 
TRUE GRIT 


The sixth annual Starrcade 

event and the first under Ihe 
Turner banner! At the Scope 

in Virginia. Highlights include: 
Lex Luger's challonge af Ale Flair; 
Road Warriors vs. Sting & Rhodes; 
Windham vs. Bigelow, Rotundo 
vs. Rick Steiner, Midnights vs. 
Midnights ond more} 


$39.95/125 min/Turner 


#7 MONSTERS OF THE MAT 
VOLUME 7 CJ 
Mat fans will experience 

action like never before! 

Get your ringside seat for 

all the spills and Ihrills as Ted 
DiBiase takes on Magnurn T.A.; 
The Sheepherders & Jack 

Victory meet The Fantastics 

& Terry Taylor; and Brett 

Sawyer battles Gustay 

Mendoza. 


$39.95/62 min. 


911 SUMMERISLAM ‘a9 


The Main Event: Hulk Hogan & 
Brutus "The Barber” Beefcake vs. 
Zeus & “Macho Man” Randy 

Savage. Title Match: “Ravishing™ 
Rick Rude vs. Ultimate Warrlor. 
Slx-man Tag Team Boul; Demolition 
& King Duggan vs. The Twin Towers 
& Andre the Glant. Also: Ously 
Rhodes vs, Honky Tonk Man, Jimmy 
Snuko vs, Ted Didiase and much 
more!! A three-hour spectacular! 


$39,95/160 min. WWE 


44 STARACADE 89 
FUTURE SHOCK 


C] 


Six-time NWA World heavyweight 
champ Ric Fleiris the prime 
farge! of Sting. The Great Mute & 
Lex Luger battle In a sound-robin 
of six sudden death bouts to seo 
who will reign supreme! 

An awesome tolal of 12 bouts 

In one untorgetiable night 


$39.95'@120 rmin/Turner 





#a THE VON ERICHS: 
FRONT ROW RINGSIOE [_| 


Toxas' “First Family of 
Professional Wrestling” 

is fully profiled on this 
magnificent 70-minute 
collectors’ video. Included: 
Fritz Von Erich's 1982 retire- 
ment match, Kevin Von Erich vs. 
Terry Gordy, David Yon Erich 
vs. Hariey Race, Kerry Von Erich’s 
NWA World tite victory over 

Alc Flair, plus much more! 
$29,95'70 min. 





#12 SUMMERSLAM ‘50 t'} 


Champlonship Title Stee! Cage 
Match: Ultimate Warrior ys 
“Ravishing” Hick Rude. Hulk 
Hogan vs, Earthquake, Mr. Partect 
vs. Kerry Von Erich, Demolition vs. 
Hart Foundation, Jake “The Snake“ 
Roberts vs. Bad News Brown, Dusty 
Rhodes vs. Randy Savage, Hacksaw 
Jim Duggon and Nikolal Volkotf 

vs. Orlent Express and more} 


$39,95'@ 160 min. WWF 


Send to: For Visa & MasterCard UPS Postage & 
T.V. SPORTS VIDEO, INC. Orders Only Call Toll Free Handling Charges 
BOX 1672 1-800-729-0360 1-3 videos - $3.00 


GREENWICH, CT 06836 4-6 videos - $5.00 


7-12 videos - $10.00 
(Check or Money Order Enclosed (Make payable to T.V. Sporis Video, Inc.) 


DOD Visa¥ 
[1 MasterCard # 
? Expiration Date: Month Year 
PLEASE SEND ME THE VIDEOS | CHECKED ABOVE. | HAVE ENCLOSED FULL PAYMENT PLUS 


FOR $399.99 


VHS FORMAT ONLY 


NAME 

ADDRESS & SAVE 
APT. # 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE : $69.91 


(Allow up fo 4 waeks for delivery, Foreign orders must include $6.00 for each tape ordered to cover air mail postage & handling. INTERNATIONAL MONEY 
ORDERS ONLY? Foreign orders: Please make sure your VCR is NTSC compatible as these videos do NOT come in the PAL format. Only DEFECTIVE videos 
may be returned for credit.) 
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Left: Dr. Schwartz 
prepares to stitch 
Vietor up. Victor 
became vialert, 
wanting to chase 
after Tolos, and 
had to be held 


official and seated 
in the chair again. 
Right: Sehwartz 


job of stitching 
Victor’s wound, 
Rivera, still 
groggy, doesn't 
realize what's 
happening. 


bach by an NWA, 


begins the delicate 


“Don't wipe the bloud off?” 
Rivera yells at the doctor. 
“PT wantl to tell my fans 
something before you do?” 


But before announcer Luis 
Maganya could ask his first ques- 
tion, Victor was ambushed by Tolos. 
wha, catching Victor by surprise, was 
able to inflict a horrible beaung... 
a beating which wound up costing 
Victor [7 stitches and an untold 
amount of blood! 

“} could do nothing but stand and 
watch.” Maganva said. “The camera- 
man and myself were the only other 
ones here. The cameraman asked 
me "What should 1 do?’ 1 told him 
to keep shooting.” 

While Tolos was battering Rivera, 
the announcer ran to the dressing 
room to alert friends of Victor's. But 
when ubey retarned the damage had 
been done. Rrvera’s face was a 
bloody, gory mess. Victor was lying 
on the floor yma pool of blood. 

The announcer (ook one look at 
Rivera and said “we'd better get Dr. 
Schwartz.” The doctor was at ring- 
side at the time. viewmp the pre- 


liminary matches. When he 
brought) back to the studio 
couldn't believe his eves. 

“This was about the worst thing 
[ve ever seen.” he recalled. “He was 
losing so much blood | knew we 
couldnt wait tor an ambulance. | 
had to suich him up on the spot.” 

And that’s exactly what happened. 
As the camera rolled and Luis 
Maganya held a microphone close to 
Dr. Schwartz, Rivera’ was lifted into 
a chair, Victor was semi-conscious. 
And he was in pain. 

Meanwhile, Maganya had to kill 
TV time. There was nobody (a inter- 
View, so he came up with a brilliant 
idca. 

“So many umes we hear about 
how wrestiing is supposed to be a 
fake.” Luis said. “1 decided to film 
what Dr. Schwartz was doing to 
Victor. J} knew anybody who saw 
this—especially in color —would 
never think this sport is a fake 
again.” 

So the announcer ordered the 
cumernmman to keep the camera roll- 
ing. and as Dy, Schwartz tried to 
assist. Rivera, Maganya held a 
microphone near his mouth and 
asked him to describe what he was 
doing. 

“ve stuched up hockey players 
and football players and = wrestlers 
and boxers belare”” the doctor 
stated. “bul never with cuts as had 
as these and certainly never under 
these conditions. The cuts are deep. 
It seems as though he had a bottle 
or something like that broken over 
his head. 

Rivera didn’t really understand 
what was going on until Dr. Schwartz 
began sewing. Then. as he thought 
ithout what had happened, he got 
angrier. AU first the announcer’s 
microphone picked up only Victor's 
groans, But then the Americas cham- 
pion began mumbling in Spanish. 

The studio was a mess. The floor 
was covered with blood. Maganya’s 
jaekel was soaked with blood. Yet 
Rivera had a strange request. 

“Please doctor.” he pleaded. 
“Don't wipe off the blood. Leave it. 
If you can stitch me up without 
wiping off the blood — that’s the way 
Towant t." 

It was a strange request but the 
doctor complied. The reason tor the 
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WIS 
he 


made 


weird reqtiest was obvious 
later, Alter the surgery was aver, 
Victer asked the cameramen to zoom 
in on his bloody face. 

“| want everybody to look at me,” 
he said in a commanding voice. “Look 
at this. This is the kind of man John 
Tolos is! This is the way this maniac 
operates! Look at my face! Because 
the next time you see John Tolos | 
want you lo remember what you're 
seeing now! The next time | meet 
John Tolos | will kill him! And what 
youre looking: at tonight is why! 
Hhis is my reason! This justifies any- 
thing 1 do to Tolos!™ 


The effect was stunning. Rivera 


0, we 
a) il 





“This ts what dohn Tolos 
wil look like when I get 
through with him!” deft) 

Victor warns. Trying to 
zetat Tolos again, Victor 
has to be restrained. 

“Tl kill him!” Rivera 


threatened. “He's a dead man!" 


was working himself up into a rage. 
He was becoming incoherent. Dr. 
Schwartz ordered the cameras to 
stop rolling. “He is in a highly emo- 
tional state,” the doctor confided. “I 
want Lo get him out of here and into 
a hospital where he can rest. Right 
now his mental condition is worse 
than his physical condition.” 

And that's how perhaps the most 
unusual TV interview in wrestling 
history ended. With a bloody. scream- 
ing Rivera being led away. 

And no matter how the Rivera- 
Tolos feud ends, nobody who saw 
the imterview that mght will ever 
forget the horrifying sight! O 
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Friis 


Sad 


> Victor Rivera, having been beaten to 
a bloody pulp by John Tolos, strug- 
aw ’ gles to maintain his consciousness 
before being stitched up in the 
f re f dressing room. 
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CLASSIC ACTION: MARCH 1981 
Sgt. Slaughter drives then-popular Andre the Giant to one knee 
A with his favorite finisher, the cobra clutch. 





. 10 BREAK 
7 tl 
» SLAUG 


OB BACKLUND. Bruno 
Sammartino. Pat Patterson. 
Andre the Giant. 

These four brilliant wrestlers 
have, at one time or another, 
been opponents of Sgt. 
Slaughter. And they form part of 
a bizarre pattern which leads 
some knowledgeable WWF 
observers to conclude, 
tentatively and with great, great 
reluctance, that the WWF its out 
to destroy Sgt. Slaughter. 

But why? 

Some could say that 
Slaughter’s foul, underhanded 
ways beg these men, these 
wrestlers of honor and integrity, 
to confront him on the wrestling 
field of battle. Yet Slaughter, for 
all his violence and sadism, is 
not necessarily the worst 
rulebreaker ever to set foot in 
WWE territory. 

But something about him has 
united the WWF §€é scientific 
wrestling community in a 
manner never seen before. And 
it goes far beyond his attitude, 
his threats, his total behavior. 
The WWF fears Sgt. Slaughter. 
They fear what his ultimate 


victory will mean to the 
Federation. 
And they are out to 


destroy him. 

This time, it is the scientific 
wrestlers who act vague and 
uneasy. Usually it is the 
rulebreaker who avoids a direct 
answer. But when quesiioned, 
all who have confronted 
Slaughter studiously avoid any 
mention of a conspiracy against 
the demented ex-Marine. 

“Well, you know, that 
Slaughter is a mean man and | 
wanted to give him the whipping 
of his lifetime,” said Andre the 
Giant. “‘That is why | 
wrestled him.” 

“Doggone that Slaughter, he 
deserves to be swimming in his 
own blood,’ said Bruno Sam- 
martino. ‘No, | don’t talk to 
anyone else. | want Slaughter 

(Continued on page 54) 
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It seems Sgt. Slaughter never gets a break. Night after night he is in the ring against the 
toughest wrestlers the WWF has to offer. Andre the Giant lines Slaughter up and fires 
a right. 


Why does the WWF fear Sgt. Slaughter 

so much? Every well-known and lesser- 
known scientific wrestler has been 
trotted out to try and defeat Slaughter 
and his infamous Cobra Clutch. But why? 
What terrible threat does Slaughter pose 
to the WWF? And who wants him stopped? 








Slaughter tries to roll Andre over into apinning combination, but the Giant's weight is 
too much for him. If Slaughter isn't in against Andre, it's Sammartino or Backlund or 
Morales. The WWF has not been easy on Sgt. Slaughter. 
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660LUT FOUR, HUT THREE, 
hut two, hut one...” Set. 
Slaughter counted down as he finshed 
oF his jumping jacks. He stopped and 
picked up a towel to wipe off his brow. 
After wrapping the towel around. his 
neck. Slaughter dropped to the ground 
and began to do his pushups. 
Looking around Slaughter's training 
room, one could see his awards, cita- 
tions, and photos from the past. Med- 
als of valor from the United States 
Marine Corps were framed and hung. 
Mounted on the side af each framed 
award was a small American flag, the 
same type flags Slaughter hands out to 
the fans as he enters an arena. A 
photo depicted a young Slaughter hav- 
ing his left arm raised by a referee 
while he saluted the flag with his right. 





Wf it weren't for the power in bis right hand (above), Set. Slaughter wauld not be able fo carry the 
American Mag with his left hand (opposite page). Slaughter will fight The Iran Sheik, or anybody ese, 
in defense of his country, 





SGT. SLAUGHTER: 
"l PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE 
TO THE FANS!” 


Photos by David Fitzgerald 





“My first: match.” was the caption 
scrawled at the bottom of the photo. 
Hanging on one wall all by itself was 
it photo of a group of Marines: stand- 
ing in front of a helicopter. All it said 
on the photo was “The Guys.” 
"Those are The Guys.” Slaughter 
said. “That Was some group of men. 
We loved each other and we loved this 
country. 1 would have done anything 
for then, and Id do anything for these 
United States. | served this county on 
the battlefields of Vietnam, side by side 
with other men like myself who would 
have done anything they could to pre- 


serve our right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. Some of them 
died to preserve that night. They were 
a hell of a group.” 

As Slaughter Jooked at the photo, a 
sheht tear formed in the comer of his 
eve. Betore it could run down the side 
of his nose, Shnyhter took the towel 
wrapped around his neck and wiped 
his face. “Worked up a good sweat 
today,” Slaughter said. referring to his 
warkaat “Golta keep in shape. ‘There's 
always someone out Urere who wants 
you, you know.” 

Today, Slaughter still serves his 


county, but the battleground ts now 
surrounded by ropes and tumbuckles. 
Slaughter's objective is to make the 
sport of professional wrestling safe for 
democracy. an objective that has em- 
broiled him in a feud with Iran's Iron 
Sheik for the last five months. Slaugh- 
ter and the Sheik have participated in 
some of the mast savage wars. the 
WWE fans have ever witnessed. These 
wars have left hoth men battered. 
bruised. and bleeding. But only onc 
man could be declared the winner. 
“| promised the fans that | wouldn't 
wrestle anyone else untl | defeated 


Thwarting the anti-American campaign of The Iron Sheik 
constituted the most intense effort of Sgt. Slaughter’s career. Now, 
after accomplishing that mission, the Sarge is ready to devote 
himself to another one. In the name of patriotism, Slaughter is 
ready to take his two-fisted batile on a nationwide tour 
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that scum Sheik.” he said, “And when 
the Sarge makes a promise. he keeps 
i. There was no question in my mind 
that {| could do it. -1 had the most 
incredible inspiration the world has 
ever known. Before every match, | 
look up to the rafters of the arena and 
see the most glorious sight. the most 
beautiful thing in the world: the red, 
white, and blue. And | would look up 
to the flag and... ” 

Slaughter took one of the small 
flags off the wall and, holding it out in 
front of him with his left hand while he 
saluted with his right. he began to 
recite: 

“L pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to 
the republic for which it stands. one 
nation under God, indivisible, with lib- 
erty and justice for all.” He replaced 
the flag and tumed to the photo of his 
fighting brothers from Viemam. “That's 
the most divine inspiraton any man 
has ever had.” he said. 

Not only did Slaughter defeat the 
Sheik, he defeated the Sheik in front 
of thousands of fans all over the WWF 
temitory. Fans throughout the North- 
east—in Pittsburgh and Erie. Pennsyl- 
vania: Toledo, Ohio; Binghamton and 
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Slaughter's strategy in this match was to strike 


before being struck (above left and above righl). 
oth wrestlers are covered with blood (below), 
but Slaughter, driven by the love for his country, 
will go on to victory. 





Buffalo. New York, Hartford, Connecti- 
cut; New York City; and our nation’s 
capital—watched as Slaughter defeated 
the Sheik. 

“They all deserved to see me whip 
that foreigner’s hide.” Slaughter said. 


“The fans have been with me since the 
beginning of this war, and [ wanted 
them to be there at the end. Sve been 
fighting for the people of this country 
for years, and now | was fighting for 
them in front of their eyes. They were 
inspiring, almost as inspiring as Old 
Glow. 

“T pledge allegiance to the fans ... 
How does that sound?” 

Hopefully, even more of this coun- 
by's wrestling fans will get Lhe opportu- 
nity to see Set. Slaughter protecting 
their interests. “I've seen what's hap- 
penmg around the country,” he said. “| 
know that there are threats to the 
American way. They're everwhere. 
They come from Russia and they come 
from the Middle East. They take our 
money. they live on our hard-earned 
wages, and what do we get in return? 
We get insulted. We get spit at. we get 
slapped in the face. 

“Well. as long as there's a fight to 
fight. as long as there is a bad word 
coming from any of these foreigners 
about my United States. Fm gonna be 
there and they're gonna have to an- 
swer to me. I'm ready to go wherever 
they are. I'm ready to lake the fight to 
them. The Sarge is ready to roll.” (1 


r 





The fans’ cheers are 
deafening when Sgt. 
Slaughter enters an 
arena. But those cheers 
represent more than 
moral support for 
Slaughter. Within those 
cheers rests the hopes 
and dreams of 
thousands upon 
thousands of wrestling 
fans nationwide. 
Everything seems SO 
perfect right now. But 
something i is about to 
go wrong! 


IKOLAL VOLKOFF STANDS 

in the center of the ring in 
New York's Madison Square Gar- 
den and, in what could best be 
termed a rough approximation of 
singing. growls out the Russian 
national anthem. 

The boos begin on the floor of 
the Garden: those sitting nearest 
to Volkoff are the first ones wish- 
ing to have their hatred communi- 
cated to the powerful Russian. 

Volkoff's anger at the boos of 
the fans, and his frustration at 
seeing nobody standing for his 
country’s anthem, becomes ap- 
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Nikolai Volkoff and referee Jack Lotz are horrified at Sgt. Slaughter's 
threalened action (left). Volkotf ducks undemeath the Sergeant to 
execute a backdrop (below). 





parent on his face. The Russian’s 
scowl incites the fans to jeer loud- 
er, and within seconds the entire 
arena is awash in a heady atmo- 
sphere of anti-Russian sentiment. 

But not for long. 

The attitude in the Garden 
changes abruptly when the Ma- 
rine hymn replaces Volkoff's grav- 
elly voice over the sound system. 
Hatred for Volkoff is suddenly 
transformed into patriotic love for 
America, as Sgt. Slaughter—a 
veritable personification of patrio- 
tism—proudly makes his way to 
the ring. 

The cheers are deatening. 
American flags are seen through- 
out the arena. Fans at ringside 
scramble wildly for the chance ta 
shake hands with Slaughter: 
those who can't get close enough 
to touch their hero honor him with 
a heartfelt salute. 

And as the match begins, the 
fans support Slaughter with even 
louder cheers. Sfaughter sirikes 
Volkoff with a forearm smash to 
the chest, and 20,000 tans feel 
ihe exhilaration of America’s su- 
periority over Russist. 
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Volkaff's backdrop sends Slaughter spravvl- 
ing to the canvas (left). Applying a bearhug, 
the Russian lowers Slaughter to the canvas, 
bending his back out of position (below). 





The fans are with Slaughter 
through every second of the emo- 
tional rollercoaster ride that is 
Slaughter’s match with Volkoff. 
When he is leading Volkoff in the 
maich, the fans’ enthusiasm be- 
comes an electricity that tights up 
ihe arena. And when Volkoff 
feads Slaughter, the fans are do- 





Volkoli digs his. powerful fingers into Slaughter's neck muscles. With the fans’ hopes and 
dreams resting on his shoulders, what will happen when the law of averages catches up 


with the Sergeant and he loses? 


ing what Slaughter himself is do- 
ing: digging deep within them- 
selves in search of that next extra 
bit of energy to propel seeming 
defeat into glorious victory. 

One has to wonder: Does 
Slaughter feel the pressure? Does 
he realize how fervently the fans 
are following him? Does he un- 
derstand how the fans love him, 
how they rely on his every move, 
how they hang on his every word 
Curing interviews? 

He must. And it’s a pressure 
that no man should have to bear. 
Standing alone in defense of 
one's personal patriotic feelings Is 
difficult enough; defending the pa- 
triotism of millions of wrestling 
fans nationwide along with one's 
own is virtually impossible. 

Slaughter felt the pressure 
when The tron Sh@ik was riding 
high atop the WWF. The Sheik 
spit on Slaughter. spit on the flag, 
and invited the hatred of the wres- 
ling fans, who were more than 
happy {to comply. Slaughter 


stepped into the middle of the 
fans’ hatred and took up the man- 
tle of Amencan patriotism, battling 
The Iron Sheik in dozens of 
matches across the country, 

It took months, out The Iron 
Sheik was bealen back and hu- 
miliated. In ihe process, Slaughter 
expended a great deal of energy. 
traveled many thousands of miles. 
and lost a tremendous amount ol 
blood. 

Anyone with a sense of fairness 
and reason would have looked at 
Slaughter and observed that this 
was a man who deserved-—no, 
who needed—several months of 
rest. Slaughter had batiled long 
and hard, and he deserved some 
R&R. 

But like some Sinister, ghoulish 
joke, Nikolai Volkoff stepped into 
WWF rings and began singing the 
Russian national anthem, inviting 
the hatred of wrestling fans every- 
where who, once again, were 
more than happy to comply. 

And again, the fans looked to 


Slaughter to pick up the mantle of 
American patriotism. And again, 
Slaughter has taken up the chal- 
lenge, facing Volkoff in a series of 
matches across the country that 
are pushing his very physical and 
emotional limits to their absolute 
extremes. 

Whether Slaughter will be suc- 
cessful in decisively beating back 
the challenges of Volkoff is a 
question whose answer is being 
dramatically decided right now. 
The final result of the feud may 
not be apparent until early 1985. 

But let's assume that Slaughter 
is successful in his campaign 
against Volkoff. As Slaughter 
slumps in his dressing room, bat- 
tered and exhausted, who will be 
the next to fill the shoes of The 
Iron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff? 
Who will be the next to wage war 
against Slaughter and America? 

And what of the fans, whose 
patriotic beliefs are carried into 
the ring on Slaughter’s shoulders? 
How long can they rely on 
Slaughter to continue to be suc- 


cessful in his battles against those 
who would abuse the rights grant- 


ed by the United States of 
America? 

After all, Slaughter is only flesh 
and blood. He is only one man. 
And as long as the fans continue 
to atlow their hopes to rest with 
this one man, there will always be 
the chance that Slaughter will fail. 

lt seems inevitable: Slaughter is 
only human, and his natural hu- 
man frailities of flesh and blood 
may eventually have to buckle un- 
der the pressure. 

And when that happens, 
Slaughter will collapse in defeat. 
And as he does so, the hopes 
and the patriotic feelings of his 
fans will collapse along with him. 
He will feel he has let his fans 
down. 

Perhaps his fans can live with 
defeat. But Sgt. Slaughter cannot. 
So Slaughter will battle on, val- 
iantly, recklessly, and, perhaps, 
tragically. As they say in the Ma- 
rines, ‘Death before Soe 
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Once Sot. Slaughter was an example for all Americans. Now 
he is an example of what we don’t want to be. The Cold War 
is over, but Slaughter keeps on fighting it in the WWF 





By Dave Rosenbaum 





RIENDS WHO 
remember Sot. Set. Slaughter refuses to believe that the Russian Nikolai 
; » Yotkotf has become a friend of America. He says ¥Yo!- 
Slaughter during 0 —und the Soviet Union—will always be enemies, 


his final days in 
the AWA talk of a 
man who seemed 
angry, bitter, and 
confused. 

There may 
come a time in a 
man’s life when 
the causes he 
fought for are no 
longer causes. 
The war has been 
fought; the war 
has been won. But 
there is no satis- 
faction in victory; 
there is only empti- 
ness because the 
cause, and the 
fight, is no longer 
there. 

The life is no longer there. 

That, perhaps, is how Sgt. 
Slaughter felt when he learned 
that longtime enemy Nikolai Vol- 
koff had changed his ways. 

Volkoff had embraced the 


rulebook, the American flag, and ” 


the fans. He was warring with his 
ex-teammate Boris Zukhov. 

It was the clearest sign that the 
Coid War was over. Communism 
was dead. Democracy had won 
out. 

Slaughter should have celebrat- 
ed. Instead, he decided to reignite 
the only cause that has ever kept 
him going: the fight for democra- 
cy, the fight against communism. 

“The Soviet Union will always 
be the enemy,’ Slaughter said 
upon his departure. “We must 
never let our guard down. They 
are the evil empire. Anybody who 
thinks Volkoff isn’t trying to infil- 
trate this country is a fool.” 











When Volkoff turned against his partner. Boris Zukhov, the fans rallicd to his side, but Slaughter did 
bot join him. That perplexed those who thought they knew whal the Sarge was fighting for. 


But Volkoff's change seems to 
be sincere. 

And Slaughter is acting like a 
man who just can't let go. He has 
become the ugly American, fight- 
ing all who are rot like himself, 
not willing to let a cause die. 
When he arrived in the WWF, he 
declared war on Volkoff. When 
the fans didn't join him in this 
war, Slaughter decided they were 
at fault. 

“Sarge dedicated his entire life 
to fighting communism,” said a 
former friend of Slaughter’s. "But 
now, when you look at it objec- 
tively, he was obviously fighting a 
war he didn’t think he could ever 
win. 

“Put it this way, Sarge wanted 
to win the Cold War. We won the 
Cold War. Now that it's been 
won, Sarge can't believe it. After 
spending his entire life trying to 
change these people, they actual- 
ly change and Sarge won't buy it. 
It's ludicrous!” 

It’s a perfect example of how 
far off the deep end Slaughter 
has gone. 

He still waves the American 
flag, but the fove that once was 
behind his actions is no longer 
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there. Now 
bitterness. 

He is fighting a man who has 
embraced the United States of 
America. He is, in fact, fighting 
against America. 

But don’t tell Aim that. 

“Slaughter has lost his cause 
and now there’s nothing he can 
do about it,’’ said one WWF fan 
favorite. “‘He had no reason to go 
on, so he went out and found 
one, however flimsy it was. Sure, 
maybe Volkoff's change isn’t for 
real, but we must give him the 
chance. So far, Volkoff has ap- 
peared to have good intentions.” 

There is, of course, the ‘once a 
commie, always a commie’ phi- 
losophy, which Slaughter has 
surely embraced. But how does 
that explain Nikita Koloff, who for 
the past four years has embraced 
the ideals of American society? 
Koloff, though of Russian blood, 
today is as American as Hacksaw 
Duggan or Ranger Ross. 

“It saddens me to see a man 
acting like this,” Nikita said. “Why 
can't he accept us? It is very 
much like what happened to me 
when | changed. Thick-headed 
people did not believe it. These 


there is only 


are people who are filled with ha- 
red. They are suspicious. They 
are stupid.” 

Koloff has become one of 
America’s greatest ambassadors. 
Volkoff, another man who learned 
his lessons the hard way, can do 
the same. 

“Sarge must learn to forget the 
past,’ another WWF wrestler 
said. 

The past included several epi- 
sodes in which Volkoff attempted 
to cnpple Slaughter. He nearly 
succeeded. 

“Now he -is trying to atone for 
his actions,’ the wrestler said, 
“and Slaughter isn’t letting him.” 

Perhaps it's time for Congress 
to pass a resolution that prevents 
men like Slaughter from waving 
the American flag. They are giv- 
ing it a bad name. 

The United States is trying to 
change its image. Although this 
country surely is a superpower, 
we no longer flex our military 
muscle at Russia the way we 
once did. There is no reason for 
it. 

We are living: in a_ diferent 
time. The world is changing, de- 
spite recent events of a singular 
madman in the Middle East, the 
countries of the world are coming 
together. 

Men like Slaughter are working 
to keep it apart. 

Consider this quote, made sev- 
eral years ago: 

“One day, every country in the 
world will be a democracy. People 
will be free. They will be able to 
do whatever they want. They will 
choose their leaders through free 
elections. They will not fear peo- 
ple from other countries because 
we will all be together. One day, 
the entire world will be like the 
United States of America, free 
and proud. God bless America, 
land that | love! We will be an 
example for the entire world.” 


The speaker was Sct. 
Slaughter. 
What a pity. CJ 





THE BEST IN WRESTLING 





#1 GREAT AMERICAN 
BASH "65 
THE PRICE FOR FREEDOM 


The controversial summer Bash 
tour hoais up as Ric Flair & Lox 
Lugar go al il In Ballimore. Also 
Ahodes vs. Windham for U.S, 
{Ille; iripla cage “Towor of Doom” 
fosturing Aussian Assassin |, Ivan 
Kololf, Paroz, Ratundo, & Sullivan 
vs. Road Warrlors, Garvina & 


Williams; Fantaalica va, Midnighis; 


Blanchard & Andarson vs. Nikita 


Kolof! & Sting. 








$39.95/126 min./Turnor 
45 CAPITAL COMBAT ‘90 


Tha NWA's groatost wrostlors 
convorgo in Washington 0.C,, 
lor a Congress of Capital 
Combat! SilIng & Robocop 
make a special appearance ta 
watch six-time champ Ale 
Flair & Lox Lugor ina stoal 
cage for (ho Championship. 
Also: Tho Stainars vs. Doom: 
Fly'n Brian & Z-Mlan vs. Mid- 
nighi Expross, Rack “n Aoll’s, ate. 


C 


$39.95'120 min/Turnar 








#9 GOLDEN AGE OF 
WRESTLING VOL. 1 


From tho formulativa glory 
yoars of wrostling.Includas; 
Bobo Brazit vs. Tho Shoik, 
Buddy Rogors vs. Kiltor Kow- 
alski, Lord Littlobrook & Rollio 
Hawk vs. Handy Andy & Boau 
Brummol, Lou Albano & moro. 


$19.95'@60 min. LJ 














#2 GREAT AMERICAN 
BASH ‘89 
THE GLORY DAYS 















NWA champ Alc Flair comes 
back {rom a broken neck to 
wrostie former champ Terry 
Funk, & U.S. champ Lex Luger 
battlas Rick Staamboal. Also: 
Sling vs. Muta; War Games; 

a baltla of wils turns to a battla 
of Ilsts when Paul E. Dangarous- 
ly rumbles with Jim Cornelia; 
plus much moral 






$39.95/120 min./Turner C] 


#6 WRESTLE WAR ‘a9 
MUSIC CITY SHOWDOWN 


Ric Flair regains the NWA 

belt from Rick Staamboat on 
May 7, 1989 in Nashvillo. 
Somo call it the match of the 
docado! Also: Lax Luger vs. 
Michael Hayes, Road Warricrs 
vs. Rotundo & Williams: 

and more! 


$39.95.125 min/Turner T 


VIDEOS 


#3 GREAT AMERICAN 
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BASH "90 
NEW REVOLUTION 
















Sthng, back In actlon Ina 
wrestling rovelution as the 
greatest stars {rom tha NWA 
battle tho now young aggres- 
soars! SiIng In a grout come- 
back agalnst Ric Flalr for the 
championship. Also: Doom 
vs.Rock 'n Roll Expross, Moan 
Mark vs. Lox Lugor, Soulhorn 
Boys, ate. 








$39.95/126 mln./Turnor C] 


47 WRESTLE WAR ’90 
WILD THING 


Lox Lugar could havo won 
tha NWA title from Rie 
Flair, but saving Sling trom 
a crippling allack from lhe 
Andorsons teok priority! 
Also: Stoinors vs. Andor- 
sons, Road Warriors vs. 
Skyscrapara and moro! 


$39.95/125 min./Tumor Cc] 





#10 GOLDEN AGE OF 
WRESTLING VOL. 2 











Rallve iho lagondary 
matches from tha 50's & 
60's! Seo all-time wrosting 
graat Gorgeous George, 
Antonino Rocca, Hans 
Schmidt, The Fabulous 
Kangaroos and more! 


$19.95/60 min. C] 
















#11 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
VOLUME 1 








Nowtt 

Pro wrastiling tho way it was! 
Suddy “Naturo boy” Rogars 
vs, Pal O'Connor in tha 1964 
classic boul. Antonino Rocca 
& Migual Poraz vs. Skull 
Murphy & Karl Von Hess. 
June Byars vs, Batly Haveklns, 
Dick tho Brulsor vs. Pepper 
Gomaz & mora! 


$14.95'@ 60 min. C 
















#4 HALLOWEEN HAVOC "90 
TERROR RULES 
NEW! 


In a terrorizing bout, Sting 
defonds his life against Sid 
Vicious. Ric Flair teams up 
with Am Anderson to attempt 
1o dathrone Doom for the 
World Tag Team titlo. Lox 
Lugor & Slan Hansen pound 
gach othar for the U.S, Cham- 
pionship titla, In a degtructivo 
match for the U.S. Tag Team 
ilo: Stolnar Bros. vs. Nasty 


Boys! 
CI 


$30.95/60 min. 








#8 SLANT-EYED 
SLAUGHTER 


Agila Japanose womon 
in high-tlying action tor 
nearly 70 minutes. Includes 
Wendi Aichter & Davil 
fasamj vs. Jumbo Hori & 
Okumura, Nancy Kumi vs. 
Lucy Kayama, Monster 
Rippar & Davil Masami vs. 
Jumbo Hori & Mimi Hagl- 
ware and more! 


O 


#12 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
VOLUME 2 
Now 
Gorgeous Georgo vs. Josso 
Jamas. Antonino Rocca vs. 
Johnny Valontino. Six-man 
Tag Toam Match: Tho Fabu- 
lous Kangaroos & Dr. Jorry 
Graham vs, Antonino Rocca, 
Miguot Porez & Ricki Starr. 
Killer Kowatski vs. Edouard 


Carpentior & moro! 
$14,.95/@ 60 min. CJ 


$29.95'@ 70 min. 
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As THEY WANNA BE! 





By Dave Rosenbaum 


T'S PACKING DAY at Bran 

Knobs’ apartment, and Knobs 
has an attitude problem. He’s get- 
ting ready to make a move with 
teammate Jerry Sags from the 
NWA to the WWF, and there’s 
one thing that won't be in his 
bags. 





A championship belt. 

Knobs and Sags’ nin at Rick and 
Scott Steiner's U.S. tag team title 
ended in defeat and embarrass- 
ment. After numerous tries, The 
Nasty Boys came up empty. 

Rick and Scott Steiner defeated 
Sags and Knobs in a series of cage 
Matches ... Sags lost on his own 
to Rick Steimer in another cage 
match ... A match against The 





FUTURE CLASSIC 


Renegade Warriors ended in di- 
saster when the  Steiners 
interfered. 

It wasn't a pretty sight. It’s no 
wonder Sags and Knobs were sent 
packing to the WWF, where they 
can put NWA careers behind 
them and start from scratch. 

“We didn't get a fair shake here 
[in the NWA],” Knobs complained 
before one of their last bouts in 





Nasty Boy Brian Knobs has lived up to his name in bouts 
against Scott Steiner (left), Shawn Michaels (above), and 
Johnny Ace (below). 


the federation. “Maybe we didn't 
do everything we wanted to do, 
but that wasn't all our fault. Be- 
sides, we’re going to the big time 
now, we're going for the big 
bucks. 

“You wanna see nasty, just 
check us out!” 

kick i 

The Nasty Boys. As nasty as they 
wanna be, or as nasty as they have 
to be? 

The Bushwhackers are waiting 
for them. Butch Miller and Luke 
Williams are readying for war 

(Continued on page 66) 
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FUTURE CLASSIC 


JUST HOW 
STRONG IS 4 
SID 
VICIOUS? 


By Craig Peters 


The youngest member of The Four 
Horsemen is an awesome powerhouse, 
but even Sid Vicious’ closest friends 

in the NWA have little idea of exactly 
how powerful he really is. 


Or if they su ay re not ae | 
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HEN THE 50 strongest men in 

the sport were ranked in the 
October 1990 ecilion of Wrestling 
Superstars magazine, Sid Vicious 
made the top 10. 

Naturally. 

But when that magazine hit the 
newsstands, some fans were sur- 
prised that Vicious didn’t make the 
top five. In fact, he was ranked 


‘ 7 = 
Just ask Lex Luger (left) and Hawk (below) how strong Sid Vicious is—they'll teli you. 





7- 





Vicious maintains that awesome power through daily workouts (above); Vicious chased 
our photographer out of the weight room after this photograph was taken, claiming his 





privacy was invaded. 





seventh. 

“Vicious should have been ranked 
number one,” howled Ric Flair, Vi 
cious’ cohort in The Four Horsemen. 
“There’s no coubt he’s the most 
powerful man in the sport today. 
The Horsemen wouldn’t associate 
themselves with anything less than 
the best, anyway!” 

"| have to give him a lot of credit, 
Vicious is truly a monster,” said “Dr. 
Death” Steve Williams, who was 
ranked number one in the survey. 
“I’ve never wrestled him, bul I've 
seen plenty of lapes of him in ac- 
lion. I'm impressed, but |} think he 
can go even further with what he 
has. Vicious is a man who still has a 
lot of potential remaining—in the 
power department, | mean—and I'd 
be willing to bet that he can work 
himself to the point where he’s even 
more awesome than he is today. 
Hell, | don’t think Vicious himself 
even knows how strong he really is!” 

How slrong is Vicious? 

"Strong enough to get the job 

(Continued on page 67) 
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e710) 51) (0) US 3) | So 
OF WRESTLING 


G.L.O.W. 


Vol. I 
3 Sensational Tag Team 
Matches: Royal Hawaiian and Spanish Red vs. 
Califomia Doll and Amseneana, Sara and Mabel 
vs. Salt and Pepper, Hollywood and Vine vs. Tina 
and Ashley. PLUS: The bane forthe G.LLO.W. 
crown: Matilda the Hun vs. Tammy Jones 
Sk min./Color 


Vol. Il 
Olympia vs. Jungle Woman U 
Spanish Red vs, Amencana 
Comoral Kelly and Attache vs. Sonthem Belles 
Scarlett and Terror, Heavy Metal Sisters Chain 
Saw and Spike vs. The Cheerleaders, Hollywood 
and Vine vs. 350 
Ib. Mi. Fiji and more! 
$8 min.Color 
Vol. [Il 


Fans beware... Anything gocs! 
Spanish Red vs. The Cheerleaders 
Dallas vs. Ninotchka, The Sireet 
Fighi( 8 Ladies in the Ring, $16,000 and 
champagne lo the winning team!) 
and much more! 
$7 min/Color 
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Andre - Slaughter 


(Continued from page 39) 


aa’ 





Andre uses his powerful arms to prevent Slaughter from completing the application of 
his Cobra Clutch (above). Slaughter rakes Andre’s eyes to break out of a bear- 


hug (below). 


for myself. 

“He comes in here and makes 
big-mouthed statements and 
says how he’s going to beat me 


and take my title away,” said 
WWF champion Bob Backlund. 
“What am | supposed to do?”’ 
“I've had it up to here with 
Slaughter’s mouth,” cried Pat 


Patterson. ‘He’s opened it one 
time too many and | want to be 
the one who closes it. 
Permanently.” 

Pattersbn’s comments invite 
another explanation for the 
rough treatment accorded 
Slaughter thus far. Maybe the 
idea of a conspiracy isn't sound 
enough. Maybe the over- 
whelming hatred exhibited by 
WWE = scientific wrestlers is 
merely a coincidence. 

Maybe each of these 
wrestlers iS operating out of 
pride. Maybe they do, deep 
down, acknowledge Slaughter’s 
strengths and dangers. And just 
maybe, they want to be the one 
to end his career. 

Cail it macho. Call it 
selfishness. Call it an obsession 
with duty. Andre, Bruno, Bob, 
and Pat each have different, 
compelling reasons for wanting 
Slaughter destroyed. And now 
the race is on as to which one 
gets the job done first. 

If they do. 


“Let ‘em send as many of 
them as they want,” said 
Slaughter. “| know how to stand 
and fight. I’ve seen duty in the 
worst battles in history. |’m 
physically prepared, I'm 


mentally prepared, nothing or no 
one will 
from me. 


take this position 





Sgt. Slaughter scoffs at the competition 
the WWF has presented before him. He 
doesn't even consider it competition. 


“| battled long and hard to get 
here,” continued Slaughter. “' 
had to fight through artillery and 
machine gun nests and go over 
land mines and fire up at planes 
strafing my position. | had to do 
this alone, just me. Of course, | 
have the General, my manager 
the Wizard, and he and | battle 
side-by-side. No gutless coward 
is gonna take this hill. 

“I've seen the whites of 
Andre’s eyes, smelled Bruno's 
foul breath, absorbed Back- 
lund’s crying, and Patterson's 
whining. They can charge up the 
hitl as often as they want but 
when they get to the top, they'd 
better be prepared to meet Sgt. 
Slaughter, United States Marine 
Corps. As they say, Hell has no 
fury like a Marine enraged. Just 
remember that.” 

So who will be the one to stop 
Slaughter? Will it be Andre? 
Backlund? Sammartino? 
Patterson? Or none of them. 

Maybe Sgt. Slaughter is 
tougher than they think. O 
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Backlund, one of the greatest scientific competitors in the sport's history, says there was 


no way he'd let Slaughter win the ttle that was so dear to him, 


frue patriot. He may not be 
blessed with all the skills in the 
world, Dut they don't come any 
tougher than him. Slaughter and 
Adnan have been lucky to get by 
Hacksaw. Very lucky. | wish the 
WWF—and every other federa- 
tion, for that matter—had more 
men like Hacksaw. 

Slaughter may have won the 
first battles in his sad fight against 
America, but he’s not going to 
win the war. The only way he will 
is if the fans break ranks, and 
there's no way that will happen. | 
have cornplete confidence that ev- 
eryone wil) stand together against 
Slaughter and Adnan. Everyone is 
smart enough to recognize that 
these men represent pure evil. 
The editors of Wrestling Classics 
were kind enough to show me a 
sampling of the letters they re- 


ceived about Slaughter, and | was 
heartened by how overwhelmingly 
the fans hate Slaughter’s actions. 

The way Sarge runs his mouth, 
| almost want to get in there with 
him again and shut him up. | 
don’t wrestle much anymore, 
though, so the man is safe from 
me. He has plenty of other people 
to worry about, especially The Ul- 
timate Warrior. Now, Warrior’s a 
completely different WWF champi- 
on than | was, but he seems to 
be a good man. At least he’s as 
angry with Slaughter as the rest 
of us are. | don't see how Sarge 
can withstand the Warrior's 
power. 

I'd like to talk for a bit about the 
differences between a man like 
The Ultimate Warrior and myself. 
He relies solely on power, and for 
a man of his size and strength, 


that's a winning tactic. He must 
feel that it would be a waste of 
time attempting to learn the finer 
points of wrestling technique, al- 
though it would make him a much 
better wrestler, 

As most of you know, | wasn’t 
the biggest man in the ring, but | 
was WWF champion for almost 
six years. It was my scientific 
knowledge and conditioning that 
enabled me to stay on top for so 
long. From the time | was very 
young, | closely studied exactly 
how every single hold and ma- 
neuver worked. | also studied the 
almost lost art of counterwrestiing. 
For every move, there's another 
move that neutralizes it. Too 
many young wrestlers coming up 
don't pay nearly enough attention 
to counterwresiling. 

| get letters every day asking 
me if | think I'd be able to beat 
the Warrior. That's a tough one. 
Like | said, it’s two different styles. 

Here’s how the match might 
go. In the first few minutes, he'd 
come after me with a power as- 
sault. This would be his time to 
win the match. If he didn’t get the 
pin or submission in these first 
moments, then |'d have my 
chance. He’d be drained of his 
energy and be more susceptible 
to my type of wrestling. So if the 
match lasted more than 20 min- 
utes, | believe I’d have a great 
chance, 

To be honest with you, I'm still 
confident in my ability foday. lf we 
got in the ring tomorrow, I'd pic- 
ture a similar scenario. Now, 
some of you might read that and 
laugh, but there’ve been much 
greater upsets in the past. And 
those who knew my careey well 
would even tell you it wouldn't be 
an upset at all. 

AS much as the sport has 
changed, it hasn't changed so 
much that there isn’t room for sci- 
entific grappling anymore. Look at 
Lou Thesz, still wrestling at 74. 
Thankfully, the all-time greats will 
never be forgotten. C] 
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LO U T ae ESZ (Continued from Aaa 27) 


Ahove: Bobby Shane has 
a short figure-four- 
leglock on Thesz. Lou 
broke it by clamping 
him in a body scissor! 
Shane was amazed, Right: 
Lou referees a match 
belween the late Dory 
Funk Sr. and Cyclone 
Negro. Before making 
his comeback, Lou en- 
joved refereeing. 

Below: Shane tries 

a figure-four-arm- 

lock only to be up- 
ended when Lou 

turned it into 

a leglock. 











man. 


| feel like | did when I was 
in the peak of condition.” 
And Lou should. He's never 


stopped training. A day with him 
finds Lou spending much of his time 


in hts private gym. 

“| never stopped wrestling,” Lou 
added. ‘‘] have friends who Ike to 
wrestle come over lo work out with 
me. Al times the matches gol real 


hot and heavy and someone would 
have to come and break it up. I'm 
glad I’m wrestling professionally 
again. Now I hope I'll be considered 
a serous title threat.*" 

He is. In the last few months Lou 
has been knocking many top-rated 
challengers off their perches in his 
quest for the title. And his dream was 
again realized when he finally did gct 
a title shot. 

“I held Jack Brisco to a draw,’ 
Lou said. ‘‘Man, he’s a great champ. 
He reminds me of myself when I was 
younger. He's a go getter. He never 
lets up.”* 

Thesz has more reasons to be 
proud of the champion. He trained 
Jack for many years and taught him 
much of what he knows today. 

True.’ Lou agreed. *‘Jack didn't 
disappoint me. But [ want to show 
him that he can't beat bis teacher no 
matter how good he gets. I want to 
beat Jack and win the title a seventh 
time before I decide to quit again. 
Who knows, maybe this won’t be my 
last retirement. I thought the past one 
was and look what happened.” 

“Don't let anyone tell you Lou 
Thesz is old,’’ said Gene Kiniski. 
‘*Look, I’ve had a lot of beefs against 
the man for many moons but I can’t 
knock him when if comes to guts. 
He's got a lot of guts to come back 
and make a title bid. I'd sure like 
to wrestle him again. I'll beat him 
though, just like I did tn 1966. See, 
1 beat Brisco’s teacher and now I'm 
going to beat Brisco for the title. | 
already beat him before he had the 
title. Now he's runnin’ from me.” 

Whipper Watson, now retired, 
wrestled Thesz numerous times. 
What was ‘‘The Whip’s”’ reaction to 
Thesz' comeback? 

‘Amazing, Watson exclaimed. 
“Lf | hadn't been in an accident that 
incapacitated me, I'd be in there with 
him just like old times. Thesz was 
avreat wrestler and from what I hear 
he hasn't lost much at all.”* 

Younger fans. who'd never heard 
of Lou, are discovering him for the 
first ume. 

“It's funny,’ a middle aged fan 
noted. “I took my 10-year-old kid 
to the matches and he asked me 
‘Who's this Thesz? A newcomer?’ 
tT laughed right in his face. I told him 
] watched Thesz years ago and he 
couldn’t believe it. Why? Because 
Thesz still moves like a 30-year-old 


(Continued on page 60) 
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mun. He hasn't lost a thing as far 
ax L can see. ['d love to see him win 
the tithe again.” 

Bobby Shane has already run into 
l.ou Thesz. He had a real tough time 
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Thesz’ title match with Rogers 
(above) was one of his toughest. 
“Rogers was one great wrestler.” 
Thesz recalls. One of the men 
Lou really admires is Edouard 
Carpentier (left) who's executing 
a perfect backflip after carner- 
ing Lou. Killer Kowalski smashes 
his fist into Lou's jaw (below) 

in a 1962 match. Lou has no 
love for Kowalski. “I thought 
sumeone would have killed him 
by now,” Thesz commented. 





with him, , 

“TY admit | did.’ Shane said, 
“but he didn't defeal me. ] was truly 
amazed at the stamjna of the man. 
His experience really shows through. 


He did get me in some holds [‘ve 
never known before. 

“What J can’1 understand is this. 
He says he taught Brisco. Well. 
Brisco must've Nunked. Brisco and 
Thesz are like night and day as far 
as | cun see. He must've had cotton 
in his ears when Thesz was teaching 
him. Or maybe Brisco doesn't even 
understand English.” 

When a guy like Shane compli- 
ments you, it's worth something. He 
rarely does. 

Lou's other plans? 

“| may go on a world tour,” he 
said. "There are a lot of places | 
wrestled in where ['d like to back 
w. Places like Japan, Germany and 
even many cilies in the United 
States. f haven't even seen the new 
Madison Square Gurden. Some of 
my greatest title miutches were al the 
old Garden. It'd be a real thnill to 
see the many friends ] made years 
ago.” 

But before he does this. as pre- 
vionsly mentioned, Lou would like 
(o win the title. What does he think 
of the other champions? 

“I Know Verne Gugne is a great 
wrestler,” Lou said. “It'd be a real 
thrill to wrestle him. ] did many years 
ago. Id like to get a crack at this 
ule. ] hear Verne is just as good as 
he ever was. [ don’t doubt it. He 
wis always a bup on keeping in 
shape. 

‘Pedro Morales? [don't know toa 
much about him. Just what | read 
and what] hear. | get the impression 
he's more ofa slugver than a wrestler 
but that’s due to his opponents. |'m 
curious lo see him wrestle. He's got 
a real unique style they say." 

Other men Lou remembers well 
are Ed Carpentier and Killer Kowal- 
ski. 

“Don't even mention him.”" Louw 
said. “I'm still fuming mad at Kowal- 
ski. There's one guy who ts out to 
kill his opponents. I've had many 
run-ins with this guy and I honestly 
look forward to another. He's a 
menace. l'm surprised someone 
hasn't killed him already. 

“Carpentier? What can you say? 
He's a fine gentleman and a great 
wresver. A match against him would 
be welcome."* 

Lou's got a lol of plans. He's age- 
less. Everyone loves him. At the rate 
he’s going he'll win that title ugain 
and make 10 more comebacks! Don't 
think he can’ Cl 
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‘Greg "The Hammer” Vatentine has had enough of Jimmy Hart's management. Now Valen- 
tine Is about to begin feuding with Hart's men Earthquake and Dino Bravo. 


Hart as his manager following the 
skirmish, but that tenuous situa- 
tion didn’t last much longer. 

On December 28 at Madison 
Square Garden, Valentine lost his 
match to Saba Simba by disquali- 
fication for shoving referee Billy 
Caputo. After the match, Valen- 
tine held Simba’s arms behind 
him as Hart tried to hit Simba in 
the head with a guitar. Simba 
moved out of the way, and Hart 
smashed the instrument over Val- 
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entine’s head, opening a deep 
gash. Valentine wanted to hit Hart 
in retaliation, but the ‘Mouth of 
the South” ran from the ring in 
terror. 

More trouble for Hart: The di- 


_minutive manager signed a match 


piting The Honky Tonk Man 
against Valentine, but Honky de- 
parted the WWE rather than wres- 
tle his former partner. Valentine 
then challenged Bravo and Earth- 
quake to singles bouts in an effort 


to gain revenge against Hart. 

That's not all Valentine has 
been busy with of late. The World 
Wrestling Council held up the Uni- 
versal title after Valentine used 
outside interference by manager 
El Prophet to defeat champion 
Carlos Colon twice. Rather than 
let the illegal victories stand, 
WWC officials held up the belt 
pending a rematch. 


UPDATE: 

PERRY, GA 
It didn't take Arn Anderson long 
to regain the NWA TV title. After 
losing the belt to Tom Zenk on 
December 4 in Atlanta, the “En- 
forcer” defeated Zenk on January 
7 to reclaim the title at the Henry 

R. Reaves Arena here. 





After Arn Anderson lost the NWA TV title to 
Tom Zenk, he only took little more than a 
month to win it back. 


“This just proves that Zenk’s 
victory over me was a fluke, pure 
and simple,” said Anderson fol- 
lowing the win. “When | lost to 
that punk, | committed an unpar- 
donable sin: | left The Four Horse- 
men without any championships. | 
immediately got myself together 
and went after that title with both 
guns blazing. That wimp Zenk 
never stood a chance.” 

Anderson continues to team 
with Barry Windham in an effort 
to win the NWA World tag team 


tile from Doom. 

“Regaining the TV title was 
phase one,” predicted Anderson. 
“Barry and | copping those tag 
team belts will be phase two. Af- 
ter that, Ric Flair’s gonna regain 
the NWA World title from Sting. 
Then, the Horsemen will dominate 
the NWA title picture again, and 
our mission will be complete. The 
Horsemen will be the most power- 
ful organization in this sport once 
again, and I'll be nght in the mid- 
dle of all of it.” O 
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2. True 7. Verne Gagne vs. Baron Von Raschke 


3. Ron Bass & Black Bart 
4. 12 different teams 
5. WWF Wrestling Classic 


8, Danno O'Mahoney 
9, Bruno Sammartino & Hulk Hogan 
10. Red & Lou 


OWN A PIECE OF 
peace HISTORY! 





In the March 1990 edition, Sports Re- 
view Wrestling featured a bonus FULL 
COLOR “Year In Pictures” section! All 
the feuds, title changes, conitroversies, 
and drama of 1989 are captured in 
dozens of magnificent peak-action 
photos as only the staff of Sports Re- 
view Wrestling can capture them! 
Copies of this collectors’ issue are 
only $5 each. Supplies are limited, so 
order today! 


| Make check or money order payable ! 
| and send to: 
Only $5 Each | 


| TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 l 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 i 
| Please rush me issues of | 
] the March 1990 Sports Review Wres- 
] uing. | enclose $5 for each one | am | 
| ordering. 
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February 1963/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

Aprit 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dort, Hart. 

Juno 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 

duly 1983/COLOR PINUP; Ivan 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Yon Erich, Snuka. 


August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Lany 


September 1985/COLOA PINUP: Junk- 
yard . Magnum T.A, Von Ench, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 19865/COLOR PINUP: Chis 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warnors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1S85/0OLOR PINUP: Aan 
dy Savages. Ale Flair, Slaughter, Steam 
boat, Word Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Venture. Great American Bash, Von 
Ench, Omdoc!, WEtams & DiBiese. 





























Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- January 1968/COLOR PINUF: Hack- 
zko, Von Erich, Wresting il. saw Duggan, Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
November 1983/COLOR PINUP: February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 


Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 
i) 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
fend Richter, Adams & Hormandez, 
Dusty & Warnors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


iw 1986/COLGR PINUP: Rick Staam- 
doal. Road W. 


Roddy Piper, Hartay Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Elleting, Valiant, Race. 
Oecember 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboal, Hansen, DiBlasa, 
euey 1$84/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 
February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBlase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 
July 1984/COLOA PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham, 
August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
fer, Blackwall & Patera, Flair, 
October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kesty Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabutous Blonds, Armstrong, 
November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
eaten Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
indham, Rotundo. 
bay 198S/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Wariors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes. 1984 fan ballot. 
February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Fick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 
April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 












June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan. 
Scot Hall. 
July ka ey Tal PINUP: King Kong 
Gundy. Al & A Expresa, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Wartiors. 
August 1966/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. , Lugar vs. 

fale, Rude. 


















Randy 
Race, Blanchard vs 


Oclober 1986/OOLOR PINUP. John 
Studd. Nikita Kolofi, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landed, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1966/COLOR PINUP; Baby 
Doll, Gritlah Bulkéogs, Von Erich, Hart 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Am-Ole. 

January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fab 
tous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
TA,, Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOA PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, TA, 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Omdorit. 

May 1987/COLOA PINUP: Steve Wil- 
fiams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Toumy, AF 
bano, Comette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
T.A,, Can-Ams, Warriors, 









































gan. 
Froebirds, Hall. 


Juna 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- re 1987/COLOR FINUP: Midnight 
ham. enone Slaughter, Hagan, kers. Steambaat-Savage, Luger, 
Von Erich, _ Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
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ILLUSTRATED 


August 1987/COLOA PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Dl 
Blas. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 


November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Stecis. Nikita Kolotl, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 


May 
dre, Valentine-Begtcake, Flair, 
Owen 


BACK ISSUES OF EEE 


Complete your collection of PRO 


$988/COLOA PINUP: The 


Road Warriors. Ted Otase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
ee) 988/COLOA PINUP: Fionnis 
Garin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 


April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lox 5 
Saries, Iran Sheik. 


Flai-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 


1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 


Hart. 


June 1988/COLOA PINUP: Tully Bian 
chard, Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 
duty 1988/COLOA PINUP: Cus Hennig. 
in v8, Andra, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beofcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, oi Lawler, Four 
Horsamen, Kerry Von Erich 


eee 1882/COLOR Pit UP. Ultimate 
vage, Lavwier, Wil- 

rag robay re hg Varsity Club. 

November 1988/COLOA PINUP: The 

Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 

press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOA PINUP: Hack. 

saw Ouggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 

Higeiow, Garvin, Precious. 

January 1999/COLOR PINUP: Bany 

Windham. Hogan-SavageElizabeth, 

Wartors, Sting. 

February 1988/COLOA PINUP: Jako 

Roberts. 

Von, Beofcake-Bass. 

fs rt aokatf ark PINUP: Rick Stain- 

er. Savage, Dangerously, Mufzco, 

Turnar, Powers, 

ane 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
eamboat, nes mete vs. cena: War- 

nors, Zbyszko, Rhodes 


, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 
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WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don't miss out 
on the excellence that has made PWithe 
leader In wrestling Journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a glant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities llmited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.) 


July 1989/COLOR PINUP: Pip- 
leamboat, Hogan, Paul E., Dream 

Toumament, Studd, Muraco. 

August 1889/COLORA PINUP: Lex 

Luger, n, Ultimate, Steamboat. 

Flair, Road Warriors, Ahodos. 

October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Rick 

Aude. Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, 

Lawiox vs. Perez, Page. 

November 1989/COLOR PINUP: Ric 

Flair. Rhodes, Steiner, Luger vs. Sieam- 

boat, Uitimate, FullerJarrett 

December 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jin 

my Snuka. Luger, Viclous, Muta, Sting, 

Beetcake & Hogan, Tully & Arn. 

danuary 1990/COLOA PINUP: Sid Vi- 

. ttimata, Cornatia, Ross, Kerry. 
February eee tee 'NUP: Bret 
Mart, Lex "aia 
cake, Toni / . Woman, 


1 199/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
. Ric Flair, saga vs. Hogan, 

Shag, Rockers, Lawler 
May 1590/COLOR PINUP: The Grest 
Muta. Hulk Hogan, Skyscrapers, R&R 
Express, Piper, Embry. 
June 1990/COLOR PINUP: Sti 
gan vs. Warrlor, A&A Express, 
vs. Savage, Am vs. Sawyer. 
July 1990/COLOA PINUP: Rick Martel, 
Lex Luger, Beefcake, Skyscrapers. 
Heenan, Saito, referees. 
September 1990/PINUP: Rick & Scott 
Steiner. COLOR FEATURES: Sting, Ho- 
gan, Horsemen, Hennig. 


October 1990/PINUP: Brutus Beefcake. 
COLOR FEATURES: Tugboat, Ultimate, 
Sting, Long, Glanchard-Orndortt. 


November 1990/PINUP: Legion of 
Goom. COLOR FEATURES: Rude-War- 
tior, Sting beats Flair. 


Decembor 1990/PINUP: Sting. COLOR 
FEATURES: Doom, Horsemen, Logion 
of oom, Kerry, Slaughter. 

January 199 1/PINUP: Kerry Von Erich. 
COLOR FEATURES: WWF vs. NWA 
Hogan, Hansen, Sting, Sheri. 
February 1991/PiNUP: 1991 calendar. 
COLOR FEATURES: Scott Steiner, Vi- 
cious vs. Luger, Rhodes vs. DiBiase. 
pee 1991/PINUP: Tom Zenk. COLOR 


TURES: Sql. Slaughter, Hogan & 
Warrior, Magnum T.A., Lawier-Gilbert, 
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INTRODUCTION 
(Continued from page 4) 





Ten years ago, Mighty Igor locked up in a 
power struggle with Hulk Hogan. 

Clash: A Battle Of Strength, A 
Battle Of Will, from the December 
1981 edition of The Wrestler. 

The next story is one that even | 
have a hard time looking at. When 
“Maniac” John ‘Tolos attacked Vic- 
tor Rivera, he nearly ripped his face 
right offf Leok At Victor Rivera's 
Face! Only A Maniac Could Do 
This! (/nside Wrestling, December 
1973) is definitely nol for the 
squeamish! 

Up next is the first of our fea- 
tures on that turncoat rat, Sgt. 
Slaughter. When he began his 
WWF career, Slaughter was a Vvi- 
cious rulebreaker—a lesson Andre 
the Giant almost learned too late. 
Andre vs. Slaughter: Why The 
WWF Is Determined To Break 
Sgt. Slaughter (The Wrestler, Au- 
gust 1981) shows what a_ threat 
WWF promoters believed Slaughter 
had become. In 1984, however, 
Slaughter saw the light and became 
incredibly popular in the midst of 
his feud with The lron Sheik. Sgt. 
Slaughter: “I Pledge Allegiance 
To The Fans!” js just one of many 
patriotic claims Slaughter makes in 
this article from the November 
1984 issue of Pro Wrestling 
Hlustrated. 

One article that was right on the 
money was the aptly titled Is Sgt. 
Slaughter Destined To Let His 
Fans Down? (The Wrestler, March 
1985). It was about five years be- 


fore its time! More recently, we 
found out the motivations behind 
Slaughter’s sudden tun against his 
country in Sgt. Slaughter: A Por- 
trait Of The Ugly American (Pro 
Wrestling — Illustrated, | December 
1990). It was this story that made 
me write off this sick individual for- 
ever, and I have a feeling you'll do 
the same thing when you find out 
how evil this man truly is! 

Next up are our Iwo new slories 
that are certain to be future classics. 
The Nasty Boys have invaded the 
WWF! But they're more concerned 
with busting up bodies than win- 
ning titles. Jerry Sags And Brian 
Knobs: As Nasty As_ They 


Wanna Be! will show you how 
desperate these men are to making 





Brian Knobs umeashes his ‘‘Nasty Boy” 
nastiness on Johnny Ace. 

a name for themselves in the WWF 
afler being run out of the NWA by 
the Steiners. Next. we examine 
why huge Sid Vicious is fast becom- 
ing the most feared man in the 
NWA because of his raw power. 
Just How Strong Is Sid Vicious? 
Find out in this informative article! 

And there's still more: Read com- 
ments from your fellow readers in 
The Last Word and all the latest 
news in Ringside: Update with my 
man Willie Apter. And whatever 
you do, don't miss our next action- 
packed issue, scheduled to hit your 
newsstand on April 23. 

So until then, this is Captain 
Lou—firing off a 21-gun all-Ameri- 
can salute to you and-our boys in 
the Middle East! O) 


SUPER COLOR 
GRAB BAG 
“THEY'RE GOING FAST!” 


Our most popular back issue offer! 
Each of Ihese Super Color Specials 
opens up to become a giant 8-page 
22” x 32” SuperCenterfold (four times 
the size of a regular PY centerto!d!). 
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against The Nasty Boys. 

This one is a natural. 

The WWF loves to set up poten- 
tal disasters. In this case, they're 
matching two of the craziest teams 
in the sport, teams inherently like- 
ly to create mayhem in the ning. 

The Bushwhackers, a loveable 
par of New Zealand madmen, are 
willing to do anything to win a 
match: Would a sane person 
chomp on a sweaty opponent’s 
armpit? Miller and Williams take 
disgusting to a new level! 

Sags and Knobs, while not as 
pnmitve as The Bushwhackers, 
are one of the most violent tag 
teams in the sport. In the WWF, 
they'll have to prove themselves 
all over again, and that figures to 
make them more dangerous than 
eVer. 

“From what I can tell, The Nasty 
Boys will have to do a lot of the 
things The Bushwhackers did 
when they first came to the 
WWF," WWF expen Thomas 
Pilliard said. “That means being 
extremely wild, thereby setting 
themselves apart from the crowd. 
And, when you’re wrestling The 
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THE NASTY BOYS 
(Continued from page 51) 





ke 
Jerry Sags punishes The Terminator (above). Knobs won't let up on Ricky Rice (right). It 
appears that the Nasties’ first WWF challenge will come against the crazed Bushwhackers. 


Bushwhackers, it really takes some 
doing to set yourself apart from 
the crowd!” ' 

In other words, Sags and Knobs 
must be as nasty as they can. 

“They're running away because 
we embarrassed them," Scott 
Steiner said. "They realize that the 
greatest competition in the world 
is in the NWA and they just aren't 
capable of living up to it. We were 
never in jeopardy of losing our o- 
tle. Sags and Knobs are a pair of 
losers.” 

Nonetheless, as number-one 
contenders to the US. title, Sags 
and Knobs went as high as nurm- 
ber six in the tag team ratings. 
They never breathed the rariled 
air enjoyed by the champions, but 
they cerainly became an NWA 
force to be reckoned with. 

Now, with their move to the 
WWF, The Nasty Boys have 
dropped completely out of the tag 
team ratings. In all likelihood, they 
won't retum to the ratings for 
some time. They will rernain lost in 
the WWF shuffle, buried beneath 
several other tag teams. 


They are in for the test of their 
lives. The WWF is willing to sign 
NWA wrestlers, but it also makes 
life tough for them once they ar- 
nve. The WWF didn’t even roll 
out the red carpet for The Road 
Wanmiors, perhaps the greatest tag 
team of all time and certainly the 
WWF's greatest acquisition of the 
past five years. 

“We're aware of the challenge 
ahead of us,” Sags said, “but Brian 
and I have never backed down 





a 


from a challenge. We're ready for 
it. We've been getting ready for 
this for a long time.” 

The early prediction is that The 
Nasty Boys will stumble against 
The Bushwhackers, Winning the 
WWF World tag team ttle seems 
out of the question for Knobs and 
Sags. They probably would have 
been beter off in the NWA, 
where they had already become 
top contenders for a ule. 

But who’s to tell Knobs and Sags 
what to do? The Nasty Boys, a pair 
of free spirits, like to roam the 
country and face new challenges. 

As nasty as they wanna be? 
Sure. As nasty as they have to be? 

WWF fans will have to wait and 
see. C) 


done,” was aff Vicious would say on 
the matter. 

Indeed, hard statistics of Vicious’ 
exploits in the weight room are ex- 
tremely difficult to come by. There 
are rumors of Vicious having bench- 
pressed in excess of 680 pounds. (By 
comparison, the incredibly powerlul 
Hawk and Animal of Legion ol 
Doom have been documented to 
bench-press maximums of 585 and 
630 pounds, respectively.) But it’s im- 
possible to determine whether that 
is information floated by the Horse- 
men, weightroom exaggeration, or 
aclual fact. Only Vicious’ fellow 
Horsemen are allowed to accompa- 
ny him during his intense workouts, 
and they certainly aren’t talking. 

“Numbers and statistics don’t 
mean a thing,” said Arn Anderson. 
“The only truth of the matter is what 
you see when you take a look at Sid. 
Now, if you’re nol a blind man or a 
complete idiot, you look at Sid and 
you see the strongest, most powerlul 
man in the sport. And that’s that, 
end of story.” 

“Yeah, I’ve seen Vicious in the 
weight room,” said Barry Windham, 
“but | don’t mind telling you that 
he’s a fiercely private man where his 
workouts are concerned. Anybody 
gets close to him on the Universal 
machines—and | mean close enough 
to really see what he’s up to as far 
as being able to read the levels on 
the weights—and he just gets up 
and walks away.” 

“It all sounds like more of the 
same Four Horsemen propaganda,” 
asserted U.S. champion Lex Luger, 
who was ranked third in the Wres- 
wing Superstars power — survey. 
“Yeah, Vicious is strong, but he’s not 
as strong as the Horsemen say he is. 
That’s a load of bull, They're just 
trying to spread false information to 
make Sid seem more awesome than 
he really is. 

"Which is not to say that he isn’t 
damn strong,” Luger continued, “be- 


SID VICIOUS 
(Continued from page 53) 





Vicious is one of tha few men powerful enough to hoist 290-pound Scott Hall and drop him 
throat-first on the ring ralllng. Sid's strength may be the Horsemen’s most potent weapon. 


cause he is. To be sure. But let’s 
place everything in its proper per- 
spective. Is Sid strong enough to 
bench-press 580 pounds? Probably, 
But 680? | doubt il.” 

In the final analysis, though, num- 
bers matter little when a man pos- 
sesses such raw power that he has 
been known lo: 

@ Lift 68”, 290-pound Scott Hall 
into the air with frightening ease and 
deposit him throat-first on an arena 
ring railing. 

@ Powerslam 305-pound Junkyard 
Dog as easily as if he were lifting a 
man half Junkyard’s weight, 

®@ Overwhelm the overwhelming 
Hawk of The Legion of Doom, im- 
mobilizing him with a powerlul 
head-twist that even Hawk couldn't 
resist. 

® Send the mighty Lex Luger to 
his knees in agony with a simple 
flick of the wrists during a test of 
strength. 


“Sid’s not the kind of man who 
wants to have specific numbers at- 
tached to his abilities’ Anderson ex- 
plained, “and | don’t blame him. | 
mean, let’s say for a minute that one 
guy can lift a 599-pound barbell and the 
next guy can lift a 60t-pound barbell. 
What's the difference, two pounds? But 
in the eyes of the public, it’s a 100 
pound difference, the difference be 
tween = fivesomething and six. 
something. 

“The bottom line with Sid is that he 
lets his actions in the ring speak for 
him,” Anderson concluded, “and right 
now, Sid’s talking a lot louder than any 
self-proclaimed powerhouse in the 
sport, whether it’s Sting, Lex Luger, the 
Steiners, or any of them.” 

Exactly how strong is Vicious? Per- 
haps the subject of the question pro- 
vided the best answer of all: 

“Suong enough to get the job 
done.” 

Indeed. O 
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_THE LAST WORD 


‘Got a comment or point of 
view you want to share 
wath other readers? Send 


yourlettersto: NY W571 





TRUE BLUE LOU 
I really enjoyed Lou Albano’'s article about Bruno 
Sammartino in the March [991 issue (“The True 
Story Of Bnino Sammartino ... By Captain Lou 
Albano”), What a difference |]-plus years can make! 
Currently, Lou and Bruno are commentators in the 
Universal Wrestling Federalion. Albano and Sammar- 
tino are pals today, but. by reading the article, I 
could see this hasn't always been Irue. 
The article proved that time does heal all wounds. 
KEITH LaGASSE 
New Britain, CT 


It's just like Lou Albano to take back things he 
said that everybody knows he really means. 

Dwing his managerial career, Albano tried every- 
thing in his power {to cripple the only true “Living 





Bruno Sammartino and Capt. Lou Albano are friends now, but 
they've feuded In the past. 


Legend” of wrestling, Bruno Sammartino. In the arti- 


cle in the March 199] issue, Albano proved what a: 


sadist he really is. But in the introduction. Lou did his 
best to say he was a changed man. | don't believe 
him for a minute. 
Once a bum, always a bum. 
LARRY WATANABE 
Cleveland 
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FLYIN’ HIGH 

When | read about the problems of “Flyin’” Brian 
Pillman in the March 1991 issue (‘Air Pillman 
Grounded! Why Brian Ain't Flyin’ ”), | really felt sorry 
for this oulstanding young man. He's always had a 
world of talent, but Pillman was in the midst of a 
very long losing streak that was draining him of his 
confidence. 


I'm happy to see that Brian’s dark days are over. 
In the weeks following that article, Brian has been 
on a hot streak. He's winning all his matches again, 





Because Brian Pillman has given Alc Flair tough matches, reader 
Samantha Olivera says Pillman will be NWA Word chamolon. 


and he’s become so competitive thal he's rekindled 
his feud with Ric Flair, the man who took him under 
his wing only to abandon him a year ago. 

You won't need to print more articles on Pillman 
slumping, Instead, your next feature will be all about 
how he’s become the new NWA World champion! 

SAMANTHA OLIVERA 
Louisville. KY 


END THE INJURIES 

Let me casl my vote to get rid of the piledriver. 
one of the most dangerous holds,ever invented, as 
was argued in the March 1991 issue ("The Deadly 
Piledriver”). 

As Verne Gagne said, innocent young men are 
being crippled by this debilitating maneuver. Leave it 
to an animal like Mad Dog Vachon to want to see it 
remain legal! 

Let's lose the piledriver—and while we're at it, let's 
ban the flying clothesline from the top turnbuckle, 
too. The sparl would be better off without these 
violent maneuvers. 

DENNIS ANDREWS 
Shawnee Mission, KS 


INCREDIBLE KERRY 

Finally, you've given credit where il's long over- 
due. Kerry Von Erich does have the most gorgeous 
body in wrestling, and your article in the March 199] 
issue (‘In The Gym With The Modern-Day Warrior: 
How Kerry Von Erich Maintains The Best Body In 
Wrestling’) detailed exactly how he got that way. 


: 


With his commitment to fitness, H's no wonder Kerry Von Erich 
became Intercontinental champton, writes Carmie Pendall. 


With his commilment to keeping himself in top 
shape, its no wonder that Kerry became WWE Inter- 
continental champion just weeks after his debut 
there. And there’s no doubt that this is the first of 
many titles Kerry will win in the federation. 

Call him the “Modern-Day Warrior" or the “Texas 
Tornado.” Either way. Kerry Von Erich is the best 
wrestler around—with the most amazin: body I've 
ever seen! 

CARRIE PENDALL 
rt. Worth, TX 


SLAUGHTER'S A SAP 

What a turnaround for that anti-American creep. 
Sgt. Slaughter. Just two vears ago. he was committed 
to wiping out Sheik Adnan AtKaissie, as it said in the 
story in the March J991 issue (‘Iraq ... Iran ... 
South Africa: Sgt. Slatizhler Under Sicuc!"). Now, 
Slaughter should be committed—for hiring Gen. 
Adnan as his manager! 

In my opinion, 1959 was the greales! year that 
Sgt. Slaughter cver had. Within months, Ik took on 
Adnan, The lron Sheik, and Col. DeBecrs, and he 
beat them all. Even better, he did it for the honor of 
the United States. Now, he’s just another rulebreaker, 
and an anti-Americai one to boot. 

Love it or leave il, Slaughter! 

WALLACE ROBERTS 
Salisbury, MD 





OWE AN APOLOGY 

| am outraged al the editors and wrilers of Wres- 
tling Classics over your article in the January 199] 
issue (“Warning To Sling: There’s A Traitor In The 
Dudes With Attitudes!”). 

Paul Orndorff did all he could to stay clean while 
he was in the NWA. On top of that. he actually 
became friends with that bleached-blond idiot, Sting. 

| understand why Paul is a little angry. After all. 
Sting was out with an injury for a long time. But 
when he came back, he got an immediate NWA 
World title shot against Ric Flair. Meanwhile, Orn- 
dorff was defeating wrestlers such as Arn Anderson 
and Mark Callous. Not one title shol, either—just non- 
lille matches. 

Orndorif left the NWA as a fan favorite without 
turning against anyone. Now, don’t you guys think 
you owe “Mr. Wonderful” an apology? 

! think you do. 

MIKE ALLRED 
Berrien Center, MI 


SHOULD'VE KNOWN 

Most people believe that Rick Martel’s sudden 
change in attitude happened all of a sudden, but [ 
could see it coming for years. The article in the 
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Rick Martel tries to take Bret Hart over. Reader Alexander 
Doming says that even when Martel was a fan favorite, he exhib- 
lted signs of selfishness. 





March 1991 issue about how Martel schemed to keep 
his AWA World title certainly proved that (“Contro- 
versy In The AWA: Rick Martel’s Title Saved— 
Again’). 

From reading thal story, | could sense that all 
Martel cared about was keeping his precious bell 
around his waist. He didn’t care about the fans, 
Michael Haves, or the prestige of the AWA title. That 
crumb was only looking out for himself. 

No wonder Martel is such a rotlen guy today. 

ALEXANDER DORNING 
Irving, TX L! 
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UPDATE: 
MEMPHIS, TN 

Less than one month after they 
reformed their tag team, The Fab- 
ulous Ones—Steve Keirn and 
Stan Lane—captured the USWA 
tag team titte from Doug Gilbert 
and Tony Anthony on January 7 
at the Mid-South Coliseum. Their 
manager, Jim Cornette, claims 
the victory was the result of 
“good vibes" that he and his men 
were enjoying since The Fabs 
reunited. 

“Stan and | have changed 
since we came to the USWA,” 
insists Cornette, who has been 
trying his best to abide by the 
fules during the past several 
months. “Really! When Stan got 
back together with Steve, | could 
instantly see what a great team 
they were. It only took a few ap- 
pearances together for them to 
get their timing back. Now they’re 
champions again, and they owe a 
great deal of their success to me, 
| must say.”” 

Despite capturing the USWA 
tag team title, Keirn, the current 
PWF champion, admits that he’s 
not yet Used to having the wily 
Comette handling his affairs. 

“I've never used a manager, 
and ('m not quite sure | like hav- 
ing one around even now,” admit- 
ted Keirn after the title victory. 
“But Stan has insisted that Com- 
ette is someone | can trust, and 
he hasn’t done anything shady so 
far. Plus, he got Us an opportunity 
for the USWA tag team title much 
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Just weeks after Stan Lane ( with 
manager Jim Comette) returned to the 
USWA and reunited with Steve Kelm, they 
won the USWA tag team title. 

faster than | ever dreamed any- 
one could. Once we got the 
chance, the rest was academic. It 
proved what I've been saying for 
years: The Fabs are one of the 
greatest teams aver formed.” 


A new threat to The Fabulous 
Ones may come from PWF Inter- 
national and AllJapan tag team 
champions Steve Williams and 
Terry Gordy, who have recently 
returned fo the United States. 
Gordy believes the USWA tag 
team title would be an excellent 
addition to their ~—s existing 
championships. 

“Lane and Eaton are good, but 
Steve and | are on the verge of 
becoming fegends,"' claimed 
Gordy. ‘‘There’s no way those 
guys can match our size and 
power. If they have any guts, 
they'll sign a contract to meet us 
$0 we can prove that we’re the 
best team in the USWA. And if 
Comette sticks his nose in our 
business, I'll be more than happy 
to break It off.” 


UPDATE: 
NEW YORK, NY 
After years as a hated rule- 
breaker, Greg Valentine is fast be- 
coming one of the most popular 
men in the WWF. ‘The Hammer” 
has declared war on his former 
manager, Jimmy Hart, as well as 
ihe members of Hart's stable, 
Dino Bravo and Earthquake. 
The gradual change in Valen- 
line began on November 19 in 
Rochester, New York, when Val- 
entine and his tag tearn partner, 
The Honky Tonk Man, argued af- 
ter losing a match to WWF World 
tag team champions The Hart 
Foundation. Valentine retained 
(Continued on page 62) 
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